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FOREV~ ORD 
.'l.. l thm::.gh the YJr it er has b e en a t pains t hr oue;hout this report 
to acknowledg e v-rherever possib le the sources froin wh ich h is 
mat eria l ha s been derived, t here have been several c a ses v1here 
i nformat ion has b een g iven u.pon condition of anonymity of 
sou rce . The s e r eqt-~ e s ts have been honored . Some mat erial 
h a s been s ecured f rom record s not s_v ai l a ble t o the public, 
and no a c knmY ledgment has been made in these cases . Further , 
it h a s not been p os s ible to note all those individu a ls who 
have directed t h e compiler to the sources from which this ma -
t eria l ha s been drawn . 
The libraria ns of t h e !,1orrill tiemori D.. l Library, Horwood , and 
the Dedham Historica l Society have b een most he lpful , as ·ha ve 
been numer ous town officers and corpora tion officials . r r . 
and r:.r s . J ohn Gill oo l y h av e b e en of g r e a t ass i s t ance in supply-
inc; data, part icularly concernine; the period 1 8 60 to 1900 . 
Part icu l a r thanks, hmvever , are due to I.=r . ',"7illard H. Everett , 
editor of the Hor wood 11Ee ssenc:;8 r 11 • .:. direct des cendent of one 
of t he origina l settlers of the tov1n , Er . Everet t has long 
been a stude nt of loca l h istory a nd ht.;. s a ccumu l a ted a l a ro-e C> 
amount o.f basic mCJ.terial Tlihich is now in the form of sou rce 
books . not only has he mao.e t he s e freely a v a ilable , but h e 
has g iven g ener ou.sly of h i s time i n revie·wing the drafts of 
this pa per . He h as a lso been of great he l p i n sug ges ting 
sources and i ndividua ls possessed of i n forma tion . .d thout 
Er . ~verett ' s a ss is tanc e , t h i s rep ort cou l d not have ap -
proached suc h degr ee of comp letene ss a s it now possesses . 
1 
INTR ODUC TI ON 
What is no'l'l the Town of Norwood is a square tra ct of land 
approxima tely _in the center of Norfolk County, 10.44 square 
miles in area. (1) Until its incorporation February 23, 1872, 
it formed a part of Dedham and was known variously as the 
Second Parish, the South Parish, and South Dedham, or by its 
Indian name of Tiot which was used commonly through the 1860's. 
Title to original Dedham (Contentment) was purchased by Gov-
ernor Winthrop in 1635 from Chief Chickatawbut for adequate 
consideration, but no conveyance was -vee orded .. ·and neW deeds 
from the Indians were secured in 1685 conveying what is now 
Dedham and Norwood.(2) 
The Neponset River flows through the town in a generally south-
to-north direction on and near the eastern boundary, and is 
_joined in the s outherly par t by Hawes Brook and in the north-
erly section by .Plantingfield and Pu.r gatory Brooks. In the 
southwest section, Bubbling Brook is linked to Hawes Brook 
by a man-made pond called Ellis Pond. Parallel to u. s. Route 
#1, r unning north and south from Boston to Providence through 
the easterly part of the town, is Pleasant .street, which fol-
l~IS an old road of earliest Colonial days. Parallel to it, 
and about a mile west, is the main street of the town, Wash-
ington Street, which becomes Walpole Street as it leaves the 
center of the town to the south, following the route of an-
other old road ·built and used about a half-centnry later than 
the other (circa 1670 - 1750). we shall see that. these streams 
and early roads had much effect upon Norwood's development. 
1 - Norwood, Town of - Office of Town Engineer 
2 - Ambrose Press - " Norwood", circa 1905 
I . 
Francis Tinker wrote the first printed history of Norwood in 
. -
1890. Since that time, no other history of t~ town has been 
published, but a great deal of private research has been done, 
especially by Fred Holland Day and Willard w. Everett. 1~. 
Day's material has, since his death, been located in the Morrill 
Memorial Library, Norwood, and Mr. EVerett's "Source Books of 
Norwood History" are in the editor's office of the _ Norwood 
"'Messenger ;• 20 Broadway. 
" " 
The history of Norwood divides itself naturally into feu~ per-
iod~: the _Colonial period, to 1789, in which straggling sett-
lers followed the first saw mill into the district, settled 
near it, and occupied ~hemselves in agric"ll_lture; the TUrnpike 
Era, 1789 to 1850, when in~ustry first became more than a Mf~~­
lin~ to the agricultural pursuits of the residents; the Rail-
road Era, 1850 to 1872, in which industry became more than 
strictly local in character and sought its markets beyond the 
limits of the town; and the Town Era, fran 1872 to date, in 
which industry has dominated and agriculture has vanished. we 
shall see that these changes in the town's basic means of sup-
port have been accompanied by changes in th~ center of activity 
within the community, and in the character of the population. 
~rly indus try in the South Parish of Dedham concerned itself 
solely with the fabrication of materials produced local~y and 
found its markets within a similarly circumscribed area. we 
shall find that with :Lthe passing of the years, the develop-
ment of transportation facilities, and the exhaustion of local 
natural resources, there came gradually a reaching out to great-
er and greater distances for both materials and markets until 
2 
today the oppos ite of the original situation exi s ts. Raw ma-
terials now come from points throughout North and South Ameri-
ca and from as f a r away as New Zealand, and, after processing 
by Norwood artisans, are marketed throughout the world. No 
local product, other than the skill and knowledge of the wor-
kers, enters the finished product. 
THE COLONL-I. L PERIOD 
1678 - 1789 
The coming of the first permanent white set~ler (1) to what 
is now Norwood seems to have been pr0phetic, for we find 
that Ezra Morse III came neither as a farmer nor as a trader 
but as an industrialist - he came to establish a saw mill. 
Today, more than two hundred and sixty years later, Norv1ood 
is still primarily an industria l tovrn, tl?-ough showing in re-
cent years a definite trend to decadence. 
In 1659 Joshua Fisher and Eleazer rusher had established a 
saw mill on the Neponset River near the southern boundary of 
Dedham(2), in what is now Walpole. The carting of lumber 
frorri this mill to Dedham Village, eight miles to the north, . 
turned two Indian tra ils into rough but serviceable roads. 
The main path was to became the highway from Boston to Provi-
dence and New ~ork (it exists today as Pleasant Street, par-
al l elling u. s. Route # 1 and about one-half mile to the west 
1 - There is in existence an original I ndian deed dated 1642 
covering the purchase of land in South Dedham (Norwood) 
from Chief Chickatawbut by Oliver Fisher of Dedham. Since 
it is matter of record that Fisher's troubles with the 
church authorities were the reason for this purchase, it 
seems probable that he settled on the land, but no evi-
dence of this is known to exist. Traditionally, the plot 
was a big farm west of the present junction of Fisher and 
Nichols Streets. (3) 
2 - Tinker, Francis - "History · of Norwood", ·pages 9 - 58 in-
.clusive, 1890 Directory of Norwood 
3 - Everett, Willard W. - "Sou.rce "Book of Norvrood History", Ms., 
2 Vols., unpaged 
4 
of it), and the other, the present Walpole Street, became the 
Revolutionary North and South highway. (1) 
Ezra J.Jt orse III and his son Ezra IV were corn millers on 
Mother Brook, Dedham, from 1664 to 1699. They encountered 
much opposition, however, from the powerful men of the town 
as soon as their mill was completed. This opposition came 
from both the other mill owners ana the farmers and had its 
origin in the belief that the Morses were ~surping the water 
rights to which the o~hers b.a.9- prior claim. "It was perfect-
ly natural, therefo~e, tha~ _ Ezra III and his energeti~ son Ez-
ra IV should look to the frontier when home cond.i tions became 
hard."(l) As they saw Fisher and wsher getting rich on the 
virtual monopoly which Dedham had given them for their Wal-
pole saw mill, the thought naturally occurred to them, "Why 
not start a saw mill in the south of the town?"(l) 
Three reasons, then, impelled th~m, while still maintaining 
their grist mill on Mother J?rook~ . in the face of strong lo-
cal ?Pposi~ion~ to make a ma>ve toward the southern part of 
the town: the successful mill _of Fisher an~ Lusher, the de-
velopment of roads, and the unpleasant conditions in Dedham. 
Accordingly, in 1666, Ezra III built a house for his son in 
south Dedham on a hill near Hawes Brook which flowed then as 
it does today through South Norwood. In 1678 the saw mill 
was constructed on Hawes Brook, probably near the Post road, 
now Pleasant Street. In 1685 Ezra III secured a grant of nine 
acres for the gr?wing mill business and _fourteen years later, 
in 1699, Ezra TV1 who ha.d operat~d the business alone following 
the death of his father in 1691, received an offer of forty 
1- Everett, Willard W. - Ibid ' 
" ... 
acres of good. land from the town of Dedham on condition that 
he let the old mill on Mother Brook fall and cease obstruct-
ing the water there. Since the mill had probably been un-
used for some years, he agreed to do this. How·ever, in this 
incident of the Morse grist mill we find the genesis of the 
feud between Dedham and South Dedham which was destined to 
last for nearly two hundred and fifty years. 
The history of the town in this period is _ exceedi~ly cloudy, 
for "Norwood 1 ~ first se~tlers were .narre\!, bigote~~ simple-
minded farmers" (l) who, probably not too lite:pa~e, were too 
occupied in "wringing _it living ()~-t of not-too-productive soil" 
(1) 'to write letters or to ereate written records of their ac-
, ~ . ' 
tivities. It is known, however, that . ''many leading J?edham 
families owned land in South Dedham lon~ before 17001 but 
there is no record when they came .up from Dedham Village and 
built on it."(l) There is r·ecord, however, that as early as 
1688 there was a tavern on the Post road on the site of the 
present George Morrill Company plant. (l) 
The researches of hw. Fred Holland Day (2) led him to believe 
th~t Ezra Morse IV constructed a saw and. gr;st mill ?n the 
~eponset River near the present Water Street in 1699, and it 
seems prob~b.le that the orieinal mill .of E~ra III was aban-
doned and combined with this new mill. Mr. Day also believed 
that during the period from 1678 to 1699 Ezra Mor~e III built 
a saw mill on Purgatory Brook in the ~orth end of town just 
east of the present Washington Street, but this appears to be 
purely hypothetical and no confirming evidence can be advanced 
1 - Everett, Willard w. -Ibid 
2 - Day, Fred Holland - Private papers of, unpaged 
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.in support of his theory. 
From 16'78, when the first saw mill was built by Morse, to 1 '726 
there is no record of the population of Norwood, but settlers 
were finding their way in and locating near the mill. They 
came by way of the Post road, or by floating their household 
goods to the present s outh Norwood from Dedham Village by 
means of bateaux on the Neponset River. The combined attrac-
tions which drew them were: . the road which made possible the 
journey to church in Dedham; the materi~l made available for 
home construction by the Morse saw mill; and the splendid new 
grass wh~ch had mysteriously appea red . in the Fowl Meadows. 
Of this grass it has been written ( 1), "The meadows on the Ne-
ponset River had been so cleared of trees and undergrowth 
that they pro~uced grass and the inhabitants of Dedham, in 
the beginning, hired . these meadows from Israel Stoughton to 
pasture yo~ng cattle. Tradition is that the grass, called 
'fmvl meadow'~ and superior to any other kind in the fresh-
water meadows, was first brought there by a large flight of 
wild fowl and from hence the meadows and the grass received 
their name." 
In the period from 1'700 to 1'730, this group of early settling 
farmers repeatedly petitioned the General Court for a separ-
ate parish because of the distance to church in Dedham and the 
bad roads (1), and the South Parish was set off from the Town 
of Dedham on September 2, ~728, and confirmed by the General 
court during November 1'730.(2) A churchwas built near the 
present center of Norwood and, as we shall see, gradually 
1 - Everett, '7illa.rd w. - Ibid 
2 _ First Congregational Church in Norwood - Manual of, 200th 
Ann 1 ,TA'1"~ J:'I'1""'1T Qn i + ~ ,....,.. 1 0'% c 
ending in 1789, _we begin to find definite information as to 
the activities of the inhabitants of the district. We learn 
that in the development of Norwood before the Steam Age, water 
power played an important part. The several brooks come from 
from a fairly high head in the westerly section of the town, 
flowing rapidly east to . the Neponset River. On them were lo-
cated several grain and grist mills. Of these water-powered 
mills, we have already noted the saw mill established by Ezra 
Morse II I on Hawes Brook about 1678, the saw and grist mill 
built by his_son on the Neponse~ Ri'!"er in 1699, and the 11 hy-
pothetical11 saw mill believed by Mr •.. Day to have been star~ed 
by Ezra III on _Purgatory Brook dur~ng the 1678-1699 period. 
The congregational Church records of 1730mention 11the old 
mill'' and place it near the house of John Ellis close to the 
present Ellis station. 11 This was probably used as a saw mill 
and tra ces of the pond are still extant on Purgatory Brook.n(l) 
sometime in this period, the grist mill of Charles Guild was 
constructed on the banks of the Neponset River at present Pleas-
ant street. on the original map of the district drawn by James 
Blake August 24, 1733, now in the Dedham Land Court, there is 
shown a "saw m~ll" on the N~ponset River at the point where 
water street now crosses it. This may well have been the mill 
believed by Mr. Day to have been constructed by Ezra Morse I~ 
in 1699. About 1720 this mill, or one in the immediate area, 
was owned in shares by Eleazer Rhodes, who held a one~eighth 
share with t he heirs of Henry White.(2) None of the old. mills 
mentioned to this point is standing today, nor is there any 
water-powered plant in NorwC!Mld (3 ;), although one . mi ll . of th1:S 
1 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
2 .. Day, Fr e d Holland - Ibid 
3 - Norwood, Town of - Ibid 
period, as we shall ~ee, developed into a present-day enter-
prise of larg e scope. 
In 1776 Abner Gu i ld established a little t a nnery for the raw 
hides of the local farmers. This was a water-powered mill 
on Hawes Brook, on the same site as one of the buildings of 
the present Winslow ~rothers tannery on Endicott Street, into 
which it has evolved. This was the first industrial venture 
in the new settlement destined to be of long standing and of 
more than purely local importance. 
Despite the fact that a mill was one of the principal factors 
in bringing . settlers into that part of the wilderness which is 
now Norwood, the statement has been justifiably made (1) of 
this period . of the town's history that 11 the only local industry 
in the town, during the period we are considering, was .farming. 
There were no factories, foundries, mines, or quarries. The 
growth was entirely agricultural.u Such industries as did 
exist, the saw and gri~t mills and the tannery, were small 
and local in character, and quite certainly were operated, with 
the one exception of the original mill of Ezra Morse III, as 
sidelines to the operators' principal business of tilling the 
soil. 
In view of the l a ter development of the t~;n, it is interesting 
· to note that, in 1763, some of the inhabitants of the south 
Parish thought that the satura tion point of opportunity had 
been reached in the village and began to move away. A group 
of ambitious and discontented young married couples comprising 
same twenty-five or thirty people moved to Francistawn, New Hamp-
shire. (1) so far as we can determine, this is the only group 
1 -Everett, Willard W. -Ibid 
.LU 
exodus with a common objective to take place from the town. 
Although Norwood sent men to engage in the British attat:;k on 
the Spanish vest Indies, the Louisburg Campa i gn, the Expedi-
tion against crown Point in the French and Indian war, and the 
Revolutionary war, its only connection with the settling of 
the ~est seems to have been through Reverend Manasseh cutler, 
noted scientist and agent of the Ohio company who, in his first 
job after graduatine from Yale, taught district school in South 
Dedham from 1765 to 1766. Unlike many other New Engl a nd towns, 
Norwood apparently did not contribu~groups of pioneers · to settle 
the West. 
.LJ 
THE TUR~JPilill :ERA 
1789 - 1 850 
~~---
we have s een that by 1765 the population of South Dedham, the 
present Norwood, had reached 441 (1), and that agriculture was 
the sole support of the community. From the close of the Rev-
olutionary war until the coming of the railroad, however, the 
town gradually became more and more concerned with industrial 
activities. 
11 The first great national influence which shook Norwood out of 
its post-Revolutionary lethargy was the Norfolk and Bristol 
Turnpike " (2) which was commenced in 1802 and opened for traffic 
in 1806. nThis was one of the earliest of a network of privat-
ly bu ilt roads which connected most of the trading centers of 
the original thirteen states - - - - and, at that date, was one 
of the three best highways in the United States".(2) The 11 Pike11 , 
as it was generally known, ran i n a straight line from Boston to 
Providence and served to reduce the running time between these 
t wo p oints fr om ten hours to under five hours, while New York 
could be reached within twenty-four hours rather than the week 
formerly needed. 
The reasons underlying the construction of the Massachusetts 
turnpikes were the bui lding, a few years before in Waltham, of 
the first .America n cotton f a ctory and the subsequent mushroom 
growth, following 1800, of indus t r ial plants on almost every 
river and powerful stream in New Engla nd. nit was to bring the 
articles manufactured in these plants to the sma llest towns in 
the United states that these turnpikes were built" (2), and through 
Norwood, giving it access to and from the outside world, ran one 
of the ear liest and best of them, a twenty-four foot gravel-sur-
1 - worthington, Erast~s - Ibid 
2 -Everett, Willard w. -Ibid 
faced road. By making manufactured articles available to thea, 
this new road relieved the local farmers of the necessity for 
manufacturing everything they needed and, at the same time, 
gave them the opportunity for marketing their products other 
than locally. It also provided an outlet for manufactured ar-
ticles, and we shall see that a few local manufacturers began to 
use the road for expansion of their markets. The "Pike" was taken 
over by the county as a free road June 27, 1843. 
some or the old water-powered mills remained in operation in 
this period. The saw and grist mill e~tablished by Ezra Morse 
IV on the Neponset River con~~nued to process _the forest and 
farm products of the settlers. ~he tannery founded by Abner 
Guild in 1776 prospered and grew. In 1791 John Smith joined 
u~. Guild as an apprentice, became successful in the business, 
and succeeded him in it. In 1826 George Winslow, who had pre-
viously learned the tanner's trade in Roxbury, came to South Ded-
ham and married Smith's daught~r. In April of that year he 
formed a parnership with Smith, under the name of Smith & Wins-
low, which continued until _l831, when John Smith retired and was 
succeeded by his son Lyman.(l & 2) 
On the 1851 map of Dedham there is shown a "bark mill" on Hawes 
Brook, downstream from the plant of Smith & Winslow. Mrs _, John 
Gillooly of Norwood, a direct descendant of Abner Guild, be-
lieves that this was started as a private venture of John Smith 
in connection with the Guild tannery. 
The "old mill" of the 1730 Congregational Church records op-
1 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
2 - Winslow Brothers & Smith co. - Officers of the company 
... , 
erated during this period and, at lea st in the latter years 
of the era, was owned by the Ellis family. There is no re-
cord of its activities. 
The local n ature of these old mills pe r sisted. The source of 
their raw materials and the market for their fini shed products 
both lay, in gr eat me~SL~e, within the limits of the vi llage~ 
New industry, however, reached farther afield. 
About 1815 (1) Willard EVerett went to work for Jabez Boyden, 
who had started a small f urniture shop in the old grist mill 
originally owned by Charles Guild on the Neponset River, at 
the present site of the plant of the George H. Morrill Ink 
company. Here were made the first extension tables manufac-
tured in America.(2) About 1821, EVerett bought the Boyden bu-
siness, and carried it under the name of the Willard Everett 
Furniture Company. s ometime in the early 1840's he .built a 
larger shop on the Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike, on the north-
east corner of the present junction of wa shington and East 
Hoyle Streets. 
In 1832 (3) Isaa c Ellis and Joseph Day began the manufacture 
of wrapping-paper in a mill on Hawes Brook at the east end 
of Ellis Pond. It i s probable that they dammed Hawes Brook to 
create the mi l l pond ca lled "Ellis". In about t wo years Day 
withdrew from the enterprise, and a few yea rs later it passed 
into th~ hands of Paul Ellis, who c ontinued the manufacture 
of paper and trunk board abou t fifteen years, at which time 
his sons became partners. 
1 - EVerett, Willard W - Private papers of 
14 
2- Winslow, Marcia- "Recollections of old South Dedham", Ms pg g 
3 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
The Norfolk & Bristol Turnpike opened in 1806; and Captain 
Moses Guild, who was at that time a young married farmer~ then 
began to operate hie turnpike freight business, which was to 
bec~e ~ke _ largest local enterprise of thi~ era. According 
to F. J. wood's "Turnpikes of New England"~ there were forty-
one Guild riteams" (freight wagons :) ~arting freight and silver 
bullion over the Pike in July~ 1825. He continued the busi-
ness until shortly before june 27, 1843~ when the county took 
over the Pike as a free road. 
captain Guild had built his wagon-shed at the southeast corner 
of the present washington Street (the Pike) and Guild Street. 
When he closed up his freight business, he rented the wagon-
shed to Colonel o. w. Fiske, who turned the building into one 
of Norwood's earliest ''steam mills 11 , as the lit~le mills using 
steam ~ngines instead of water-power were known. colonel 
Fiske manufactured playing-cards _ in this building from 1843 
until just before the coming of the ~ailroad in 1849, at which 
time he moved his business to Dedham. The building was util-
ized from about 1850 to 1870 as a tenement house for the first 
Irish families to arrive in the tmfn (who had came to build 
the railroad and later to work on it); and as a shop ~y car-
penters and builders until its _ demolition~ about 1900~ to make 
way for the present band-stand.(l) 
sometime during this period~ probably quite early, there was 
construc~ed on Purgatory ~rook the mill that was to be known 
as the c. Ellis Turn Mill. ~t manufactured milk-~an stoppers~ 
clothespins, furniture rungs~ carriage-wheel hubs~ and other 
rough turnings. Tisdale's Saw Mill was erected at the present 
1 - Everett, Willard w. -Ibid 
1'5 
Brooks street near a point on Hmves Brook later known as 
Pettee's Pond d'\J.ring this era ; and also at this tirne .A. 
Fisher constru cted a furniture mill on Bubbling Brook, just 
east of Oak street . (1) 
on the Dedham tax list for 1844 there is included a tan-
nery in the name of Robert Thompson. It uas located near 
the pres ent site of the Winslow Station, wa s quite small, 
and wa s devoted to the processing of hides _produced locally. 
It opera ted for only a short time, and is known to have been 
abandoned well before 1860, possibly as early as 1850.(1) 
Had the original church rema ined dominant, the present busi-
ness center of r orwood might have been where its slum section 
I 
now is in south Norwood . But in 1827 the church split off, 
and the Universalists built thei:t' own church on the new Nor -
folk and Bristol Turnpike in 1829, to the north of the town 's 
present business center. The new church was more liberal and 
more popular , and many families came to join it a.ncl settle. 
Influence and wealth svmng to them, and they built up resi-
dential and industrial sections of Norwood in the present 
center and northern part . \:Then the first railroad, the Nor-
folk county , arrived in 1850, the Universalist domination was 
well under way and the settlement of the incomine; Irish and 
Germans was made easier. The cl1urches were more influential 
in this period than the TU~npike which, as we have seen, eros-
sed the town from north to south in 1806 on the site of the 
present VJashington Street; yet this straight, well - graded, 
modern highway acted as a backbone to industrial development 
and as an inlet for both visitor•s and settlers . {2) 
1 - Gillooly, John - Y.Qluflte.~:r.. _c·0n.S'Q.lta:nt 
?. EVP.'Y'P.t,t . Willard v:; . - Ibid -
16 1 
so far as can be determined, no separate census of the popula-
tion of the south Parish, as distinguished from the town of Ded-
ham as a whole, was made during the Turnpike Era. The popula-
tion of the district had been 441 in 1765 and by 1855, the next 
census figure which we can find, increased to but 1173. Since 
there is nothing in the history of the town to indicate any 
reason for sudden or large-sca le changes in its population dur-
ing this period, we can assume that the increase in nunbers came 
gradually and represented the normal gr?Wth of a predominantly 
agricultural village during this period~ · 
It was in the later years of the Turnpike Era that Norwood re-
ceived its first foreign-born resident. He is supposed to have 
been Thomas Ford, an Irishman, w~o came in about 1846 and was 
fol:k:w3d in 1848 by :Michael Fagan. They, in company with many of 
their countrymen who followed, came to work on the l?uilding of 
the Norfolk county Railroad or to work as farmhands.(l) 
1 - EVerett, ~illard w. - Ibid 
17 
THE RAilROAD ERA 
1850 - 1872 
Originally, parts of Norwood were covered with heavy and 
thick forests, especially in the Pur gatory Swamp section. 
The soil covering the local area is glacial in origin, with 
a thin upper layer of fairly rich loam.(l) Between the date 
of the town's foundation and the coming of the railroad in 
1849 both of these natural resources had been pretty well 
exhausted by the fa r mers. This f ll ctor, coupled w.ith the 
easier transportation which th~ r a ilroad br~1ght, changed 
Norwood compl~tely from a farming community to a marru.fac-
t uring center. 
Let us see now wha t had been ~ppeni~g to the pioneer indus-
tries of Norwood as the years passed. 
Th e mi l l constructed by Ezra Morse IV continued in operation 
on the Nepon~et River under the ownership of the Francis 
Morse family. The "old mill" of the 1730 Congr egational Church 
records was shONn on the 1851 map of Dedham as thE3 "F. Ellis 
Mill", but no later record of it exists, and its fate is un-
known. (2) 
In 1853 the partnership of Lyman Smith and George Winslow, 
who had been operating the t annery, wa s dissolved. George 
Winslow and his two sons continued at the old location under 
the name of George Winslow & Sons; but ~n 1860 the father re-
tired and was succeeded by his four sons, who opera ted under 
the name of ·winslow Brothers. George Winslow, who entered 
the business in the early 1870's, was virtually the head of 
1 - Norwood, Tcwn of - Ibid 
2 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
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it before 1880, and is generally credited with having put 
the concern on its feet.(l & 2) 
Lyman Smith and his two sons, John E. and Charles L., built 
a new tannery about a mile away (at the present Railroad 
Avenue site of the company), and oper&ted under the UB~e of 
Lyman Smith & Sons. On the retirement of the father about 
1858, the sons took over the bumness and carried it on as 
Lyman. Smith's Sons. (1 & 2) 
The bark mill on Hawes Brook, believed by Mrs. Gillooly to 
have been started by John Smith, appears on the 1856 tax list 
as owned one half by John Smith and one half by George Winslow 
and on the 1870 tax list as part of the Winslow Brothers tan-
nery property. Apparently, it had been absorbed by the latter 
at some intermediate date. 
The Everett Furniture Company had confined itself to local 
business until 1850; but as the sons . (3) became of age they 
entered the business, and on March 6, 1854, the concern was 
reorganized as a partnership of Willard, George, and Edward 
under the na.me of _ Wi~lard EVerett & Company, with capital 
stock of $44, 297.92. After the death of Willard, George 
Everett became president. Under his progressive leadership 
the company built and operated, from March 1, 1855,. a large 
three-story furniture mill at a new locati.on, the present 
southwest corner of Broadway and Winter Street opposite the 
Norwood central Station. The enterprise specialized in ma-
hogany and black-wa lnut f u rniture of a ll kinds, eventually 
1- EVerett, Willard w. ·-Ibid 
2 - Winslow Brothers & Smith Company - Ibid 
3 - Willard Jr., George, Francis E., and Edward 
selling it all over the East and Middle West and carrying on 
an extensive trade in the Nest Indies and South America. On 
May 26, 1865, this mill, which housed at that time the largest 
industry in the town, employing s orne three hundred ha nds, 
burned to the ground and the business was never resumed. (1) 
The Ellis Paper Mill was still engaged at this period in the 
manufacture of paper and trunkboard. In 1864 the mill burned, 
and Paul Ellis, Sr., retired. The mill was rebuilt by his 
sons Charles, John,, and Isaac, and the business was continued 
as Ellis Brothers.(2) 
The c. Ellis Turn Mill had been abandoned as a woodworking 
shop; but in the earl¥ 1870's it was operated for a short 
while as a gri~t mill. This enterprise was not of long dur-
ation, however, and the mill was finally abandoned. The cel-
lar of it is still visible. (3) 
The Tisdale saw Mill passed into the hands of the Pettee family 
about 1870 and continued in the business of sawing local tim-
ber. Throughout this period the Fisher Mill on Bubbling Brook 
continued the manufacture of f urniture and of milk-can stop-
pers. (3} 
Sometime just prior to 1855, Curtis G. Morse and Moses Webb 
began the ma~ufacture of mahogany extension tables in a fac-
tory on the north side of Railroad Avenue at the railroad. 
They were bought out about 1858 by Haley~ Morse, & BQyden, who 
1 - EVerett, Willard w. - Private papers of 
2 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
3 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
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were the first makers of rubber roller clothes-wringers and 
who employed about twelve men in their manufacture. Shortly 
after the EVerett Mill burned in 1865, George Everett took 
over this business and opera ted it until about 1870, when he 
retired and s-old the building to the Smith tannery which it 
adjoined, and by which concern it is in use today. (1) 
In 1854 Spencer FUller and Isaac Colburn established an iron 
foundry u nder the firn name of Fuller & Colburn. Hr. Fuller 
withdrew from the firm in 1858 and, on the death of Mr. Col-
burn within a few years, the enterprise came into the hands 
of E. D. Draper · & Son. (2) 
In the same year, 1854, Samuel Morrill began the manufacture 
of ink in a sma ll mill which had been the original cabinet 
shop of Willard Everett, on the same site as the present George 
H. Morrill company. Mr. Morrill, who had originally been a 
printer and had been .engaged in the manufacture of ink in An-
dover, Massachusetts, was joined in this year by his sons, 
George H. and Samuel G.; and the business was first known as 
Morrill & s ons. (3) In 1869 the firm was dissolved, and the 
business continued as George H. Morrill & Company. The con-
cern made printing inks, especially for newspapers, and, a 
pioneer in· this industry in New England, was destined to be-
came one of the first large manufacturers in the United 
States. (2) 
In the South Dedham "News" of March 13, 1856, we find that 
"The advertisers - - - - constituted an almost complete gaze-
1 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
2 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
3 - Everett, Willard W. - Ibid 
te er of the town's business for the period up to the incor-
poration of the Town of Norwood." (.J.) In addition to the ad-
vertisements of several concerns already mentioned and the an-
nouncernents of various shopkeepers and artisans, there was in-
eluded a notice of a recently est~blished enterprise: E. Fisher 
Talbot advertised as a manufacturer of painted floor carpets, 
loca ted on Nahatan Street near the present underpass. 
The only mining ever attempted in Norwood was an abortive lead 
mine which was dug and operated for a while in 1857. It was 
located on the land of Joseph Day at the corner of Washington 
and Naha t a n streets, just north ?f the present parochial school. 
Although same metal was produced, the operation was not con-
tinued for long, and the workings soon fell into disrepair.(l) 
About 1865, George Beardsdell occupied the building on Rail-
road Avenue at Pleasant Street which had been used previously 
by Brawn & S~ith as a slaughterhouse. With the assistance of 
two employees, _he conducted a g lue f a ctory until about 1870, 
when it burned. The business was not resumed. (2) 
Messrs. "Vrillis & Smith, in 1865, established a brass foundry 
in a building locate:d on the railr<?ad, next to the present 
site of the Frank A. Fa les Company~ It came into the posses-
sion of the sanborn family in 1872, and during their owner-
ship employed same twelve men. In 1880 the plant was abandon-
ed as a foundry; sometime later it was moved from that location 
and transformed into a dwelling, which was destroyed by fire 
about 1935. (2} 
In 1865 the census retvxns gave 1250 inhabitants in South 
1 -Everett, Willard w. -Ibid 
2 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
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Dedham; and in 1870 the population had incr eas ed to 1560. (1) 
However, "from the clos e of the Civil war in 1865, to the in-
corporation of the Town of Norwood in 1872, there was a tem-
porary slump and depression in its history. Its causes: af-
termath of the war; destruction by fi r e of the Everett mill~ 
the town's largest industry, employing almost 300 men in 
good times; the los s of many of these citizens by removal 
from town to other jobs; and a growing intensity of the fric-
tion and feud with the mother town of Ded~am Village which had 
existed from years before. 11 (2) 
Residential rather than industrial growth marked the 1850 to 
1872 era in Norwood. The first railroad~ "the Norfolk County 
Railroad had started the first through passenger train on May 
15, 1849, from Boston to Blackstone", (3) caused Norwood's 
first influx of immigrants - fi r st as builders of the road, 
then as settlers. They were almost entire ly Irish people and 
it is estimated that between 1846 and 1865 "seventy-two . Irish 
i nmi grants settled _in No~vood, this figure representing the men, 
married and s ingle, who had come from the west and south of Ire-
. -
land, principally from County Cla re and County Mayo. Among 
them were the founders of all the prominent Irish families of 
the town today. 11 (2) At first, the s e newcomers to the town 
made their residence in the building constructed by Capt. Moses 
Guild and used by him for many years as a wagon shed. Later~ 
they Bettled and developed the three present Irish districts, 
"Dublin", "Galway" , and 111 Cork City", the main streets of which 
are Railroad AVenue and Nahatan Street. 
1 - Hill, Rev. a 'eorge - II Sketch of Norwood", pgs 21-31, Souvenir 
Program, Dedica tion Norwood Press Buildings, 
December 20, 1894, Press of T. o. Metcalf 
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"The first German families made Norwood their home soon after 
January 1, 1855, when the large furniture factory of Willard 
Everett & Company was opened. This business demanded fine 
wood carvers and Germans came from southern Germany to fill 
the demand."(l) Thirty-four Germans, married and single, are 
recorded as having lived in Norwood between 1850 and 1865, prin-
cipally in the section now known as "cork City" but which was 
originally called "Germantownn. When the Everett mill burned, 
many of these German families sought work elsewhere, and the 
district was taken over by the Irish.(2) 
Peter Peterson was the first Scandinavian to settle in Norwood, 
arriving sometime in the 1860's. He was f~llowed in 1866 by 
George Peterson and, as the tanneries ~rew, they were joined 
by increasing numbers of Scandinavians. 
Ill feeling between Dedham and South Dedham had had its in-
ception in earliest colonial times and h~d been fed by a series 
of occurrences through the years. It will be recalled that 
the purchase of land from Chief Chickatawbut by Oliver Fisher 
was caused by his disputes with the Dedham church authorities, 
and that one of the reasons impelling Ezra Morse III to estab-
lish hiS South Dedham saw mill had been his difficulties with 
the Dedham farmers and the other mill owners who resented his 
use of the waters of Mother Brook to which they felt they had 
prior rights. The granting of the petition for a separate 
parish, and its consequent withdrawal of the church tax money 
formerly paid by the members of the new parish, had caused re-
sentment on the part of the Dedham townspeople. 
1 - EVerett, Willard w. - Ibid 
2 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
Dedham, with its cultured population, had at times ,manifested 
a feeling of pat r onage toward the farme r s, and later laborers 
and foreigners, of South Dedham. This rivalry between the 
two sections had been kept alive by recurring problems of 
taxation and was manife sted by the two fire departments in 
their annual meetings at the fairs of the Norf olk Agricultural 
Society. 
The action of the selectmen in forbidding the traditi onal 
ringing of the bell on Fire House Number One (at the corner 
of washington Street and F.ai l road Avenue) the night before 
July 4, 1868, and the defiance of this order, increa sed ill 
feeling and resulted in the circulation in South Dedham of 
petitions for separate incorporation. However, the petitions 
were not presented to the Legislature. 
For many years the residents of South Dedham had felt then-
se lves at a disadvantage in school f a cilities and, led by Mr. 
Francis o. Winslow, presented a petition for the e rection of 
a high school in their section of the town. Its rejection at 
the t own meeting in 1870 precipitated the petition to the 
Legi~lature for separate incorporation which was granted in 
1872. (1) The foll ow ing article from the Boston "Transcript" 
in that yea r (2) gives much deta il of the petition as it was 
presented: 
rr NORVlOOD11 
"This is the fancifu l name which the inhabita nts of the 
southerly part of Dedham wish to have given by the legis-
l a ture to a new town to include that portion of Dedham 
1 - EVerett, Wi l l ard w. - Ibid 
2 - Boston "Tr E:. nscri pt " - 1 8'72, reprinted as foreword to " Souvenir 
Program", J1;bilee Pageant, October, 1922 
and a small slice of Walpole. The petitioners appeared 
before the committee on towns yesterday. Their case was 
present~d by _J. Warren Talbot, Esq., assisted by John 
c. park, Esq. Mr. Talbot gave the following facts: The 
population is from 6000 to 7000. o.r this munber the new 
town will t a ke 1800 inhabitants 455 of whom pay a poll 
tax, to whom will be added 25 polls from the tonn o:f Wal-
pole. The new town will have 315 votes of whom 271 have 
petitioned to be set off. The proposed town will have 
an area of ten and two-thirds square miles or 6800 acres 
embracing two and part of a third school district, while 
the whole area of Dedham is about thirty square miles. 
The tota l va luation of the old town, including the pro-
perty to be taken from Walpole, :~: 1,350, 000. The rate of 
taxation in Dedham is $ 14 on $ 1000; town debt ~~ 25, 000. 
After giving the ab .-n v.e statistics, Mr. Talbot proceeded 
to set forth the dis~dvantages under which the petition-
ers at present la~or, and the benefits which would accrue 
from a separation. Some of the population of the pro-
posed town are obliged to travel seven miles t ? attend 
town meeting, and all on an avera ge four miles. The 
village of South Dedham is four miles from the center, 
and the two sections have very little business intimacy. 
The character of the industries of the two sections are 
distinct. The center wants a steam fire engine, which 
south Dedham does not want to help pay for, inasmuch as 
the citizens cannot derive any benefit from it. It costs 
more to go f:r:om South Dedham to Dedham than it does to 
go to Boston. The cost of educating the children of South 
Dedham who attend the high school in Dedham is about 
$100 more per annum _than it wmlld be to send them to 
Boston and Franklin. In point of valuation the new town 
will take rank as the lOOth in the State." 
The name "Norwood", which had been chosen for the new town, does 
not appear to have had any significance in relation to the char-
acter of the district, for there were not "any notable woods or 
forests in its north end. The manner of its selection, however, 
is interesting." ( 1) 
At the time of petitioning for ~eparate incorporation,_ "the pub-
lic was invited to submit names. A tow~ meetin& was held and the 
most popular name selected by a series of votes." ( 1) According 
to an address made before the Norwood Women's Club in December 
1905, "The name 'Norwood' was suggested by Mr. Tyler Thayer. 
He found in looking over the index of Johnscm 1s Atlas of the 
United states that there was but one Norwood in all the . sta tes 
of the Union. Thi~ town of Nor wood was situated in Stanley Coun-
ty, North carolina. Mr. Thayer was pleased with this name; as he 
said, the name looked well in print; had a pleasing sound; was 
easy to write, and had no 'I' to dot or 'T' to cross, and as 
there was only one town by this name in the country, he favored 
Norwood for the name of our new town." {2) 
Apparently, Mr. Thayer. 1 s reas oz:U-ng appealed to the town meeting, 
for his suggestion was adopted. It was coincidence only that af~ 
ter the name was formally accepted it was discovered there was a 
- . -
"Norwood11 in ¥ngland quite near the town of Dedham in that coun-
try. 
1 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
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As we have recorded, in this section and the one precedine, 
the population of South Dedham until 1846 had been composed 
entirely of native-born stock and had increased from 441 in 
1?65 to 11?3 in 1855, a growth of 166 per cent in ninety 
years, or a~ average increment of some eleven per cent for 
each decade. From 1855 to 1865 the growth was to 1250, or 
but a scant seven per cent for the ten-year period, while 
from 1865 to 1870 the increase was to 1560~ or nearly twenty-
five per cent in but five years. It is unfortunate that the 
privately gathered reports for 1855, 1865, and 18?0 are not 
broken down into detail as to the nativity of the population, 
but there can be no doubt in the light cast by later reports 
that the sharp increase in the number of residents in the 
last years of the Ra~lroad Era was due to an influx of for-
eign-born immigrants. They were predominantly Irish and, 
like their fellow-countrymen who had preceded them, came to 
work on the railroad or the nearby farms. 
THE T O?lH ERA 
1872 -
On February 23, 1872, the long feud which had existed between 
south Dedham and the mother town of Dedham _had been abated by 
the incorporation of the former as Norwood. Its incorporation 
as a separate tm1n seemed to act as an immediate stimulus to 
Norwood. The population, which had grown from 1173 in 1855 
to 1560 in 1870, much more than doubled to 3756 in 1890, and 
increa sed to 5480 in 1900 and 6731 in 1905. We shall see that 
again, as with the original Ezra Morse III mill, the railroad, 
and the Willard EVerett Furniture Company, set t lers followed 
industry to the community. "The period 1905-1920 was the most 
prosperous of Norwood's history. Much of it, directly and in-
directly, resu lted from the needs of the Great War. No new in-
dustries of great size were added, but the old ones grew larger 
and brought a steadily increasing population. The census of 
1935 gives the popu lation as 15,579. Thus, from the setting 
off of the South Parish in 1730, with a church membership of 
15 and a total population of about 50, Norwood has increased 
more than 300 fold in 300 years. 11 ( 1) 
As noted before, none of the old water-powered mills is stand-
ing today. Only one, the little tannery of Abner Guild on Hawes 
Brook, evolved into a large-scale permanent enterprise. others, 
however, remained in operation until comparatively recent times. 
The saw mill on the Neponset River, shown on the original map 
drawn by James Blake in 1733 and probably erected by Ezra Morse 
IV, was operated, together with a grist mill, by the Francis 
·M orse family until about 1895. At that time it burned and was 
not reconstructed. 
1 -Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
The Winslow Brothers tannery _continued in the business of 
tanning sheep and calf skins, and in 1890 was reported (1) 
as employi ng 150, with a ca pa city of more than a million 
hides annua lly. In 1894 it wa s written (2) of the concern 
t hat it employed 275, with a month ly payroll in excess of 
~; 10,000. It was shortly after this time (circa 1900) that 
the busines s of wool pulling and scouring wa s added to the 
other activities of the concern and considerably increased 
the company's volume. 
The Smith tannery in 1890 (1) was occupied in the manufacture 
of sheep leather, employed about 150 men, and had a capacity 
of l,040,000 .hides a year. In 1894 the number employed was 
g iven as 175. (2) 
In 1895 George F. Willett with Edward c. Mills, who later re-
tired, acqu ired a controlling interest in Winslow Brothers. 
In 1901 N~. Willett secured the Smith tannery and combined 
its bu s iness with that of Winslow Brothers under the name of 
Winslow Brothers and Smith Company. He incorporated it under 
the laws of Mass achusetts with a paid-in capital of $400,000, 
and opera ted the two plants as the Smith and Winslow tanner-
ies of the oorporation. The business grew rapidly after 1906, 
particularly during the wa r times, until 1930, employing a 
maximun1 of about 900 workers. It wa s in 1912 that Willett 
Pond was constructed to provide water f or the Winslow plant. 
Since 1930 business ha s decl i ned considerably, but at the pre-
sent time the company employs an avera ge of 600, with an es-
timated annua l payroll of a pproximately :~ 800,00~, and is the 
1 - Tinker, Fra nci s - Ibid 
2 - Hill, Rev. George - Ibid 
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second-largest industrial taxpayer in Norwood, the 1938 valu-
ation on its plant being $. 607,200. 
Ellis Brothers continued their paper-manufacturing business 
until 1876, when the firm was dissolved. Isaa c Ellis con-
tinued it as manager until 1878, when it agai n burned. He 
then purchased the premises and rebuilt the mill in order to 
continue the enterprise which, at that time, employed fifteen 
and had an annual output of 180 tons of paper. In 1885 the 
mill burned once more and wa s never rebuilt nor was the busi-
ness continued. ( 1) 
The old Pettee (formerly Tisdale) saw mill continued in opera-
tion until about 1912, ~hen it was aba~d?ned during the cre-
ation of Willett's Pond, finally rotting. About 1880 the Fisher 
furniture mill passed into the hands of Lewis Guild and his 
son Albert, who continued the same l i nes as the old owners and 
employed three or four men. After being abandoned, the mill 
burned down about 1900.(2) 
The foundry which had been established by FUller and Colburn 
and bad been taken over by E. D. Draper & Son (1) was purchased 
about 1890 by J. E. Plimpton. In that year the concern em-
ployed thirty-five men ( 1 & 3), and in 1894 ( 4) was reported 
as e~ploying forty-eight and doing a miscellaneous foundry busi-
ness, in addition to employing four or five men in the manufac-
t ure of boilers. In 1905 the nunber employed had increased to 
eighty-five.(3) 
1 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
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In J une, 1938, the business wa s purchased by the Bay State 
Iron Foundry of South Bost on, which combined the two busi-
nesses at the Norwood site. Today, the organization em-
ploys twenty-four men a nd, as has been true since its faun-
dation, operates ~ s a job foundry, manufacturing gray-iron 
castings on order. 
The ink busines s of George H. J.Ji orrill & Co. had increased to 
the point where , in 1880, it wa s valued at $.80,000.(1) 
George H. M: orrill became its head in 1888 1 and remained in 
that position until the time of his death. In 1890 the plant 
had incre ased in size to seventeen buildings, a nd a large san 
Francisco branch bad been established.{l) In 1894 the output 
of ink wa s given as 30,000 to 35,000 polinds a day, and the num-
ber of employees at the local plant had increased to seventy-
five. Another branch plant bad been erected in New York.(2) 
In that year , the Norwood plant was entirely rebuilt with a 
view to more efficient operation. On December 1, 1903, the 
business was incorpor ated as the George H. Morrill Company, 
and it continued as an enterprise of the Morrill family until 
32. 
1929, when Dillon Read company concluded a merger with four other 
ink makers as the General Printing Ink Corporation, with head-
quarters in New York City. 
Although colored inks had been made in the Sa n Francisco and 
New york plants of the company from the time of their construe-
tion, the Norwood plant had been confined to the making of 
black ink. In 1904 a building wa s erected for the manufac-
t ure of dry colors, and in 1905 another one was constructed 
1 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
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for the manufacture of colored inks. Today, the corporation 
employs about s eventy-five at the Norwo?d p~ant, and has an 
annual output from that mill of some 20,000,000 pounds of ink, 
ninety per cent of which is newspaper ink. Branch plants of 
the George H· Morrill Company Division of the corporation are 
located in Philadelphia, Chicago, and San Francisco. other 
div-isions manufa cture rotogravure inks, dry colors, and other 
it ems· • ( 1 & 2 ) 
The carpet works which had been established, prior to 1856, 
by E. Fishe~ Talbot passed into the hands of E. E. Pratt & 
s on in 1882. They continued the manufacture of printed floor 
and carriage oilcloth, and in 1890 they emp~oyed twenty men 
and had an annual capacity of 180,000 yards.(3) By 1894 the 
factory was occupied by Chandler & Ga~, who employed ten men 
and were . reported as working on order. ( 4) The plant had been 
moved in this time from its original location on Nahatan Street 
to a point on Hill Street adjoining the railroad. It was aban-
doned about 1900.(5) 
In 1875 Josiah Tisdale constructed a m: ll on Railroad Avenue. 
He carried on the·re, with the assistance of two men, a variety 
of manufacturing activities, including the making of treadles 
for sewing machines and some of the very first ratchet screw-
drivers. Mr. Tisdale had been an elderly man when he started 
this business, · and he carried it on for .but a few years. It 
was abandoned before 1880.(5) 
1 - Wilson, L. R. - Ass istant Superintendent, George H. Morrill 
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During the early 1870's, William Gay and Edward Morse opened 
a glue factory on Fulton Street, where they employed four or 
five men. At the expiration of ab~lt five years the project 
was abandoned.(l) 
In 1878 John and Charles ~olpers occupied a building on Cottage 
street which had been used previously as a one-man soap fac-
tory. They employed five men in the processing of hides, and 
continued this business until about 1882, when they ceased 
opera tion.(l) 
Frank A. Fales started in the retail grain business about 1878, 
in a store on washington Street. Not long after, he bought 
the building on Railroad Avenue at the corner of what is now 
Hill street; this had been occupied previously by Josiah Tis-
dale and in it the latter had carried on his manufacturing ac-
tivities. Mr. Fales continued his retail business until early 
in the 1880's, when he installed a steam grist mill for the 
grinding of local corn and oats. During the 1890's the enter-
prise was recorded (2 & 3) as employing from five to six men. 
J~. s the local production of grain diminished, the concern im-
ported it from other communities and processed it for the pur-
pose of sale locally. About 1933 the plant burned, and when 
the structure was rebuilt the mill was not reopened. The busi . . 
ness, now owned by Mrs. Fales, carries on as a retail business 
only. 
With the incorporation of the t~1n in 1872 came an aroused 
civic consciousness and a "drive" for added indust:ties. we 
1 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
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shall see that su ch attempts recurred frantime to time as 
Norwood grew. 
In 1873 the carshops of the Boston, Hartford, and Erie Rail-
road at Readville, Mass a chusetts, had burned. Shortly after 
t h is , the roa d pa ssed in~o the ha nds of the New York & New 
Eng l and Railroad Company. Norwood conceived the plan of in-
du cing the railroad management to build new shops in Norwood, 
and to this end the tmvn presented to the r a ilroad seventeen 
acres of nearby l and which ha d been given by George Everett. 
construction was b~gun on three shops in 1874, which were oc-
cupied during 1876.(1) 
"For several year s , only the build~ng a nd repairing of passen-
r.;er and freight cars wa s done here, but about 1889, t"he road 
brought the locomotive repa iring from Readville to Norwood. 
- - - - - A paint shop and blacksmith shop were bu ilt", ( 1) and 
a building to store locomotives was also constructed. In 1890 
there were about 300 men employed in the shops,(2) and in 1894 
it wa s reported tha t 335 wer e employed t here.(3) 
wor k on cars and locomotives was carried on under one manage-
ment and continu ed so, after the road passed to the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford, until 1903, when the car building and 
repairing was moved to the new shops a t Readville.(l) In 1905 
~ - the locomotive repa ir shops were also removed to Readville, 
and the plant stood aband oned until tbe occupancy of a portion 
of it by the American Brake Shoe and Foundry Company early in 
1907. 
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The Bell & casey Iron Foundry was started about 1888, doing 
a miscellaneous bu siness in the manufacture of gray-iron 
castings and machine-shop work. It was located at 90 Broad-
waw, the structure now occupied by the Norwood Machine Com-
pany, and employed from twelve to fifteen workers. (1 & 2) 
It continued successfu lly in opera tion until 1~ . Cas ey fell 
ill. ~~ . Bell found it too great a burden to carry on alone, 
and around 1905 he sold the bui ldings to the Beaver coal Com-
pany, whiCh occupied it until 1929, when the present tenants 
took aver the building. 
In 1893 Herbert M. and Howard E. Plimpton established the se-
curi~y Manufacturing Company, for the making of bookbinding 
glue. They employed four or five men in a sma ll building on 
Lenox Street, next to the present site of the Plimpton Press. 
(-3) A fe"vV years later, the concern expanded its line by 
adding the making of bookcloth, which soon became its chief 
article of manufacture. 
Today, known as the Holliston Mills Corpora tion, it employs 
over 175 workers at No~food in the making of bookcloths, book-
binding rna terials 1 phot agraphic cloth, 'window -shade materials 1 
and broadcloth. It a lso opera tes a mill in Kingsport, Tenn-
e s see. The average annual payroll for the Norwood plant is in 
the vicinity of · ~300,000.(3) 
A business association to promote still more new industries in 
Norv,rood was formed in 1893, and during the next f ew years was 
successful in securing the location here of several concerns, 
1 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
2 - Hill, Rev. Geore e - Ibid 
3 _ James, Rev. Dr. Marinu s - . "Do You Know Your Own Town", Norwood. 11 IviesSAl117A'Y' 11 - N ri'Y'Wf"' nr'l p,h~, ~~-- , n , ,..,_ --
among them the two presses whose work has given Norwood its 
fame as a printing town. In 1894, the year following its for-
mation, the Norwood Business Association su cceeded in drawing 
to the t~ln an enterprise destined to be of more lasting im-
portance to the community than had been the railroad shops -
the manufa cture and printing of books. 
Josiah s . cushing had been opera ting his OV'bn composition busi-
ness in Boston from 1878, specializing in textbooks. James 
Berwick and George H. Smith had been partners in the Boston 
firm of Berwick & Smith fr~n 1884, doing fine book presswork. 
These t wo concerns had been associated in Boston for some 
years, and, induced by free land offered for a building site, 
by the Norwood Business As s ociation, jointly organized the 
Norwood Press Company as a Massachusetts corporation for the 
purpose of holding real esta te and buildings in the town of 
Norwood for their mutual benefit, and constructed during 1894 
the building to house their activities. Included at the time 
of the establishment of the Norwood Press was an e1~ctrotyping 
plant, a branch of George c. Scott & Sons of Boston.(l) In 
1900 it was b~ught by J. s. Cushing and combined with the com-
posit ion room. 
soon after the opening of the Press in January, 1895, following 
dedication exercises on December 20, 1894, construction was 
begun on another building to be used as a bindery. This was 
occupied in 1897 by a bra nch of E. Fleming & Company of Bos-
ton,(2) and today forms a third unit of the Press as c. B. 
Fleming & company . Together, the three c oncerns perform all 
3? 
1 -Whedon, w. T. - Souvenir Program, Dedication Norwood Press Build-
ings, December 20, 1894, Press of T. 0. Metcalf 
2- Everett, Willard W. -Ibid 
processes in the compos ition, printing, and binding of books. 
In 1905 there was a n average of 700 people employed at the 
Press of whom one third were women, two thirds men and boys.(l) 
Today, the concerns employ an av~rage of 600 workers, with an 
annual payroll of about ~~ 740,000. {2) 
From 1882, Herbert M. Plimpton, who had been associated with 
his brother, H~Nard E~, in the establishment of the Security 
Manufacturing company, had been operating in Boston a print-
ing ~lant, where he employed about t wenty-five workers. In 
1897, influ enced by certain inducements offered .and by a de-
sire to aid in the development of his home town, he moved his 
presswork and bindery divisions to Norwood. The move proved 
so successful that he determined to move his entire plant to 
the town and constructed an addition which was dedicated on 
December 21, 1904.(1) 
For many years, Mr. Plimpton was the sole proprietor of the 
business, but it is now a corporation known as the Plimpton 
Press. The business of the concern grew rather slowly from 
1905, when it employed about 600 during the busy season,(l) 
to the 1920's, _when it mounted sharply to a maximum of about 
1025 employees. Today, there are about 500 workers, with an 
annual payroll- of approximately $ 700, 000 .• (3) The business of 
the corporation is almost entirely the prin~ing of textbooks 
for publishers throughout the United States. 
In 1900 Charles Bradford Williamson acquired the business which 
1 - Ambrose Press - Ibid 
2 -Everett, Willard w. -Ibid 
3 - Williams, Jane E. - Personnel Director, the Plimpton Press 
had been started by J. N • Ball dur_ing the preceding decade. 
1~. Ball had been enga ged in the manufacture of inner-soles 
and counters from the leather of the local tanneries in a plant 
located off Nahatan Street, adja cent to the present site of the 
State Armory.(l) Mr. !:Villiamson specia lized in the manufac-
ture Gf "flexible sheepskin innersoles " , and employed twenty-
five workers in 1905.(2) The business gradually decreased and 
was finally abandoned about 1912.(1) 
The construction of the Norwood Press marked the swing of the 
tide of settlement back toward the south end of the town. As 
we shall see, subsequent indust~ia l development was almost en-
tirely confined to that section. 
About 1900 Benjamin Cushing began the manufacture of metal stamp-
ings, and in 1920 incorporated as the Norwood Stamping Company, 
Inc~ The enterprise is now located on Press _Avenue, and employs 
eight in the making of light steel stampings. 
In 1904, F. w. Bird & Son, who ha d been in continuous opera-
tion of their walpole plants since 1817, constructed their 
first Norwood plant. This mill was built for the manufacture 
of roofing and wat erproof pap~rs and was located just over the 
Walpole line in South Norwood. This was the first step toward 
the present status of the concern as the largest industrial 
taxpayer in Norwood. 
In 1911, culminating a series of experiments with floor cover-
ings dating from 1888, the first Bird flooring plant was erec-
1 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
2 - Ambrose Press - Ibid 
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ted in South Norwood adjacent to the roofing plant. These are 
the two Norwood divisions of the corporation which, expanded 
from time to time, have a 1938 assessed valuation of $1,387,080 
and employ hundreds of Norwood resident s. 
Charles Sumner Bird had been the sole owner of the concern 
from 1880, and had operated it under the name of F. w. Bird 
& s on. It was in 1913 that he formed a partnership with his 
son, Charles sumner Bird, Jr., and Phillip R. Allen under the 
name of Bird & son. In 1918 the firm was incorporated as 
Bird & Son, Inc., with Charles Sumner Bird as president. He 
remained in that position ~ntil h~s death in 1927, when he 
'was succeeded by Phillip R. Allen, who retained that office 
until 1935. He then became Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors. At that time Charles Sumner Bird, Jr., became Vice-
Chairman of the Board, and Benjamin H. Roberts was elected 
president. These officers are the present corporation offi-
cials. ( 1) 
The expansion of tbe Winslow Brothers & Smith tanneries and 
the Bird & s on plants, begun in 1905, brought a constantly 
growing number of immigrants of all nations into Norwood. 
They settled in South Norwood near these factories and gave 
rise to the second settlement of this earliest settled part 
of town, continuing and emphasizing the trend which had start-
ed with the construction of the Norwood Press. (2) 
In 1907 the American Bra ke Shoe & Foundry Company acquired a 
part of the old shops of the New York, New Haven, & Hartford 
Railroad on Lenox s treet. These had been abandoned between 
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1903 and 1905, at the time of the removal of their activities 
to Readville. The firm is engaged in the manufacture of rail-
way brake shoes from scrap metal, and during busy times has 
employed as many as fort y-five men. Its business fluctuates 
with that of its customers, the r a ilr• oads of New England, and 
today the plant produces approximately thirty tons daily and 
employs thirty-two men. ( 1) 
In 1913 the southern section of the town, which had been grow-
ing since 1905, received a great accession to its population. 
It was composed mostly of immigrants from several European 
countries, or children of i mmigrants. This was the year of the 
greatest increase in this section of the town, but the great 
gro\.:th~. since 1905 {the popu lation gained sixty-five per cent in 
the ten years from 1905 to 1915) made necessary many changes, 
which we shall discuss shortly, and in the decade from 1910 to 
1920 Norwood was more changed than in any other period of her 
history. (2) 
The E. H. Allen Company is the newest NorvH?Od industry to 
achieve more than purely local ·iLmpbr.tance. It is a develop-
ment from the Boston Pia no Supply Company, which had been es-
tablished by the American Felt Company some years previously as 
a separate division for the manufacture of the products of the 
parent company into piano hammers, felts, and other supplies for 
manufacturers of pianos. 
In 1916 the concern moved from Hyde Park to the structure at 
20 Broadway, Norwood, where it is still located. Its remov~l to 
1 - Hefferan, s tephen :M . - Super intendent, .American Brake Shoe 
& Foundry Company 
2 _ Smith, Charles E. - 11 Hisyorical Sketch of Norwood for the Quar-
ter Cent-wry Ending December 31 193011 , 
Norwood Messenger", Dec. 31, i930, pgs ~ l-4 
Norwood was another one of the many acts by Mr. George F. Willett, 
then in centro~ of this concern and _its parent company, to aid 
in the development of his home town. The business prospered in 
supplying not only the many piano factories in Greater Boston 
but also similar concerns throughout the United States and par-
ticularly around New York City. Through the early 1920's some 
100 workers were employed; but the business declined with that 
of its customers, and today employs but two men steadily. The 
business was purchased in 1937 by Edward H. Allen, long its man-
ager, who gave the enterprise his name. Since his death in De-
cember, 1938, the business has been carried on by his son, Josh-
ua Allen. ( 1) 
The last industry which I am a ble to list is the NOr'Wood Ma-
chine Works, established in 1929 in the building at 90 Broadway 
once occupied by the Bell & Casey Iron Foundry and later by the 
Beaver coal Company. Here twelve men are employed in the manu-
facture of special machinery on order, as well as repair parts 
of all types. 
As we have recorded in these page·s the history of local industry 
we have endeavored to point out the trend of population, the in-
dustries whiCh attracted workers to the town, and, to some extent, 
the nationalities repre s ented among the new arrivals. It is dur-
ing the Town Era, from 1872 to date, that the size and makeup of 
this influx has been of such a nature as to crea te problems with-
in the town as to how to cope with i~~ Because these problems 
have resulted from the demands of industry, it seems proper that 
we should consider them in some detail here. 
1 - Allen, Joshua - OWner, E. H. Allen Company (Boston Piano SUpply 
company) 
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we have seen in previous sections that until 1846 Norwood grew 
slowly and was composed entirely of native-born inhabitants. 
In that year the first Iri sh settler arrived and wa s followed 
within a few years by other Irish and by Germans and Scandina-
vians, but these a dditions to the native stock came slowly un-
til 1865. Beginning in the period from 1865 to 1870, however, 
the popu lation jumped sha rply, increasing by nearly one quarter 
i n these five years. By 1875 the population had increased to 
1744 , a fu r ther gain of nearly twelve per cent, and in the de-
cade to 1885 the mlmber of residents in the new town mounted 
to 2917, an increase of sixty-seven per cent. This great addi-
tion to the popu lation was due to the establi shment within the 
town of the railroad carshops. 
It is in the sta te censu s for 1875 that we have the first analy-
sis of the popu l a tion of the town by nE,tivity. In that year some-
-
t h ing bve!!. n::re teen per cent of the loca l re s idents were of for-
eign birth and we find tha t many new nationalities had been add-
ed to t h ose which had made their appearance pr eviously. This 
census, made three years after the incorporation of the town 
had shown the popula tion to be 1744 of whom 316 were foreign 
born. "There were 217 of Irish birth, 13 English, 6 Scotch, 
36 canadia n, and one whose place of nativity the census called 
'other British possessions.' There were 35 Germans, 6 Scandina-
via ns, a Frenchman, and a Mexican woman. " { 1) 
The opening of the Holliston Mills, the Norwood Press, and the 
Plimpton Press during the 1890's served to draw added residents 
to the town until, in 1900, the population had reached 5&80. 
However, from 1885 until that year the proportion of foreign-
born had remained consta nt at about twenty-seven per cent of 
1 - Gould , Joseph - 11 Racial ourvey of Norwood11 pg 24 
the total. 
In 1905, when the foreign-b.orn first began to co:rre to Norwood 
in large numbers to work at the Bird and Winslow Brothers & 
Smith plants, the population was 6731. 11 Of these, 4277 were 
either of foreign birth or pa rentage, 2052 having been born 
abroad. - - - - - - Of these immigrants, the Irish led in num-
bers, followed in order by Canadians, Swedes, Germans, English, 
and Finns, each of these nationalities numbering over 100. In 
addition, 18 othe r nationalities or r a ces were represented in 
varying numbers ."0} This influx continued until it reached a 
peak in 1913 when the proportion of aliens had reached nearly 
forty per cent of the total Norwood population. It was halted 
by the outbreak of the World War and the consequent cessation 
of emigration from European , countries~ 
The Federal census of 1930 give s the latest available breakdmvn 
by nativity of Norwood's residents. It shows that of a popula-
tion of 15,049 there were 4323 foreign-born. Thirty-one separ-
ate nationalities are listed with a group of sixty-one included 
in "all other". Natives of the Irish Free State lead with 2098, 
followed in order by Italians, Canadians, Lithuanians, Finns, 
Swedes, English, Germans, Poles, and natives of Palestine and 
Syria, each group comprising more than 200. While there has 
been no census of the town by nationality since 1930, arrivals 
since that year lmve probably increased many of the larger groups 
listed above. "In the Ita lians alone, a private census made re-
cently shows 1080 Italians now living in Norwood,(there were 683 
in 1930). The Lithuanian. population bas also increa sed, though 
probably not as much as the Italian people." (2) 
1 - Gould, Joseph - Ibid pg 24 
2 -Everett, ~ illard W. -Ibid 
The graph on the following page shows the growth of the town 
from 1765 to 1935, the year of the latest state censu s, and the 
number of native and foreign born from 1875 until 1930, the per-
iod for which this infor111a.tion is ava ilable. This graphic pre-
se nta tion shows plainly the increa ses in popula tion which we 
have recorded: that beginning in 1846 with the coming of the 
railroad; the more abrupt growth starting about 1875 with the 
building of the r a ilroad shops; the still sharper increase accom-
panying the opening of the presses after 1890; and the great 
growth between 1905 and 1920 resu lting from the growth of the 
two large Sm1th Norwood plants and the denmnds of the world war. 
It shows a l s o the rise in the numbers of foreign-born until 1915 
a nd the levelling out after tha t year, due to causes which we 
· have already mentioned. 
we have pointed out previous ly that the early Irish and Germans 
settled nea r the center of t he town in the sections still known 
as "Dublin" , "Galway'' , and !!C ork Cityn. The Scandinavians settled 
-
on the southern edge of the center and the Canadians and immigrants 
from t :1.e British Isles mi ng l ed Bith t he other English-speaking 
people of Norwood in the central section. The earliest arrivals 
from southern Europe settled in the s e ction occupied by the Scan-
dinavians, forcing many of these latter gradually toward the 
southwestern side of tbe town. "It was in 1909 that buildings 
began to be erected on the section then known as the Flats, at 
the south end of the town. This section began in 1910 to show 
the effects of the coming to Norwood of many people of foreign 
nativity or descent whi ch has resulted in the wonderful growth 
of that section. Among the nationalities substantially repre-
sented were Finns, Lithuanians, Poles, Italians, and Syrians. 
Ll- ' 
-· 

The s teady i nflu.x of i rnmi grant s an~ others continued to grow~ 
reaching its highest point in 1913.n(l) This southern end of 
the community is the section of original settlement from which 
the population had been drawn by the construction of the church 
near the present center of the town. 
The rapid and large-scale changes in the size, composition, and 
location of Norwood's population brought with them many problems 
and the necessity for meeting them. It is not possible to dis-
cuss in detail here all the changes ma de within the town as the 
result of thiS influx of new arrivals, but we shall list those 
which seem most importa nt. First, of course, there came the ne-
cessity for opening new streets and the construction of residen-
ces (the number of dwellings in the town increased from 1286 in 
1910 to 1759 in _l915), additional water supply and sewage dis-
posal f acilties, the enlargement and modernization of the fire 
and police departments, the erection of additional schools, and 
enlargement of hospita l f a cilties. A municipal light and power 
plant was constructed, and a visiting nurse was financed by the 
Norwood Women's Club. The main thorm1ghfare, Washington Street~ 
was widened and paved with granite, and the development of the 
tOW"n square begun. 
The result of these necessary additions to public facilities was 
an increase in the tax r a te from ~~ 1~.10 in 1908 to a 1909 rate 
of ~lf- 25.60, the highest in the state. At the annual town meeting, 
March 1, 1909, a committee of three, headed by Mr. George F. 
Willett, was appointed to investigate the financial condition of 
the town. As a result of their work, the assessors were enabled 
to reduce the r a te to $ 8.50 in 1909 by an increase of over 
1 - Smith, Charles E. - Ibid pg 4 
"% , 
$ ?,000,000 in valuation. 
Not only had public facilities been inadequate to care for the 
increased population. The administration of the tOW"n had also 
proved so, and "On the motion of George F. Willett at a tovvn 
meeting April 1?, 1911, it was voted to have a committee of 
five to consider, draft, and provide a new charter or form of 
government for the r apidly growing town. As an eventua l out-
come of this, a new char·ter was recommended which included the 
employment of a town manager and 'a scheme of government which 
will be in har mony with his existence'." (1) The town manager 
form of government was voted on october 6, 1914. 
The problems a ttendant upon caring for the physical needs and the 
government of the new arrivals were not . the only ones confronting 
the town. There wa s a lso the necessity for assimila ting into an 
Amer i can community these per sons from many lands and of widely 
varying backgrounds. Until 1905, i mmigr13.nts settling in Norwood 
were almost entirely from nor thern Europe cand the great majority 
were EngliSh-speaking people. No organized steps for their as-
similation were ever taken and probably were not greatly needed 
since they ming led freely and readily with the older residents. 
The arriva ls after 1905, as a lready pointed out, were of a dif-
ferent type and more definite steps W!3re ne eded. 
The Norwood civic Assoc i ation wa s born in 1906 when Mr. George 
F. Wi l lett converted the "Old Yellow Barn 11 on the George EVerett 
estate, opposite the Norw ood Central St ation~ into a hall which 
was us ed largely as a gymnasium by the boys of the town. How-
ever, "The r eal beginning of the Norwood Civic was in 1909. 
1 - Smith, Charles E. - Ibid pg 5 
48: 
Between tha t da te and 1913, Mr. G. F. Willett, as president of 
the associat ion and donor of the property to it, greatly en-
larged the original buildings, - - - - - - - a new gym. - - - -
a swimming pool and house, a hospital, dental clinic, etc. - - -
with a fine athletic field and tennis courts. The entire project 
wa s a public one as anyone could join by paying a sma ll fee. ~~. 
Willett has publicly estimated that he personally put over half-
a-million dollars in the Norwood Civic plant. He has stated that 
its basic purpose was to Americ~nize the many foreign~born people 
who were then pouring into Norwood to work in the Winslow and 
Bird plants."(l) The "etc. 11 recorded by Mr. Smith included, in 
addition to the activities he mentions, the work of the "Corner 
House~ whi ch was the center of all health work in the town and 
evolved into the present Norwood Hospital, with its various clin-
ics (eye, dental, and tuberculosis) and visiting nurse, the social 
s ervice department, the Foru.m, Boy Scout troups, voc ational classes, 
America ni zation clubs, and public bathing beaches and playground 
activities. The important part which this institution played in 
the life of the town is typified by its use during the influenza 
epidemic of 1918 and 1919, much of which "was due to the terribly 
crowded and unsanitary conditions in The Flats of South Norwood, 
where the forei gh immigrants - - - -were too ignorant and fear-
ful of the authorities to notify them when the illness, which was 
of a deadly variety, attacked them."(2) At this time the Civic 
Association buildings were turned into a temporary hospital staffed 
by volunteers. 
Prior to the opening of the Civic Association, the newly-arrived 
forei gners had been herded together in South Norwood and were 
1 - Smith, Charles E.- Ibid pg 4 
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practically outcasts. The Civic Associa tion, open to all, was 
their first oppor tunity to mingle with and meet residents from 
all sections of the town.(l) The buildings of the Civic Associ-
ation burned i n 1923, were rebuilt and burned a second time be-
fore 1930. EVerything was destroyed except the social hall, the 
tenni s courts, and the athletic field. The swimming pool was 
subs eqhently covered over and is now used for sewing classes and 
other similar activities. 
It was not until 1924, after the first burning of the Civic Asso-
ciation, that formal Americanization work under public auspices 
was begun. In that year the school department first offered 
classes in "English for Foreigners" and 11 Citizenshipn courses 
preparing for citizensh ip examinations. In 1929 cooking and 
s ewing classes for for eign-born women were in~ugurated with the 
coopera tion of the Norfolk County au thorities. These classes 
have been continued to the present and to them have been added 
courses in home hygiene and care of the sick, eare and t r aining 
. . . 
of the pre-school child, and instruction in various handicrafts. 
An average of t welve courses have been given each year with an 
average enrollment of abou.t 200. 
At first, beginners classes were beld .separa tely for men and 
women and for different racia l groups. In recent years, how-
ever, men and women of all nationalities group together in the 
classes. This is c onsider ed ~efinite evidence of progress in 
the assimilation of Nor wood's foreign born. Further evidence 
of progress in t h is direction is reveal ed by the census. The 
1930 census revealed t ha t of a total popula tion of 15,049, Nor-
wood contained 2255 aliens twenty-one years of age or older. 
1 - Curran, Margaret - Supervisor, Adu lt Alien Education, Norwood 
School Department 
An analysis of the "Street List of . Persons TWenty Years of Age 
and upward" of January 1, 1938, shows but 1516 foreign-born un-
naturalized residents in a total population probably in excess 
of 17,000 and containing many new alien arrivals since 1930.(1) 
From the foregoing it may be concluded tha t the problem of the 
assimilation of aliens, brought to NOr7iOod by its industries, is 
of diminishing importance. 
1 - curran, Margaret - Ibid 
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CONCLUSION 
As we have seen, the industrial history of Norwood began with 
the arrival of its first permanent white settler in 1678, when 
Ezra Morse III constructed his saw mill on Hawes Brook. With 
building material thus available and the roads improved, far-
mers were attracted to the district and, until the coming of 
the railroad in 1849, the community remained predominantly 
agricultural. Such industry as did exist, tanning, paper manu-
facture, and the like, was dependent upon the local natural re-
sources or the by-products of the farmers. 
The thin upper layer of fairly rich loam which covered the 
Norwood area was pr et t y well exhausted by the farmers between 
the date of the town's foundation and the coming of the rail-
road. ( 1) "These two fa ctors changed Norwood fr om a farming 
to a marrufacturing center."(2) 
In the period from 1850 until the incorporation of the town 
in 1872, the transformation of the co.mmun~ty from an agricul-
tural to an industrial town got under way. After the tempo-
rary slump that followed the burning of the Everett Furniture 
Company mill in 1865, the town, immediately after its incorpo-
ration in 1872, made direct efforts to secure the establish-
ment of industries within its borders by such means as the pre-
sentation of l a nd, first to the railroad for the bu ilding of 
the carshops, and late r to the Norwood Press. From then until 
1905, many new industries were established. 
1 - Norwood, Town of - Ibid 
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The period 11 1905 - 1920 was the most prosperous of Norwood's 
history", (1) and we have seen that this prosperity came not 
from new industry primarily but from the expansion of concerns 
already operating in the community. Since that period1 no new 
enterprise representing a substantial investment or employing 
a number of workers has been established in the town. 
Today, Norwood, founded as a one-hundred-percent agricultural 
community, is a manufacturing town. Agriculture has disappear-
ed except for one small truck farm and two dairies doing purely 
local business, four greenhouses r a ising cut flowers 1 two small 
poultry farms, _and three small fruit and ber~y farms.(2) To a 
certain degree, it is a "bedroom" for Boston, but the majority 
of local residents secure their support directly or indirectly 
from local industry. 
Not only has the nature of Norwood's industry been altered: its 
location has changed from the southern part at the time of 
settlement to the central and northern s~ctions after 1850, 
and back to the southern part after 1900. The character of 
the town's population ha s cha nged as radically as have its in-
dustry and location, these changes bringing with them many 
problems of assimilation whi~h continue to the present day, al-
though in diminishing degree. 
The future of Norwood does not appear too promising. With its 
natural resources of soil, timber, and ore exhausted, its pos-
sibilities ~or a reesta blishment of agri~ulture appear nil. 
A high-wage, heavily unionized community, no new enterprise of 
any size bas established within its bor•ders for a quarter of 
1 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
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a century. On the contrary, certain of the older and larger 
local concerns have acquired properties in other states, and 
in at least one case have moved some machinery from Norwood 
to the new plants. This has been due, apparently, to a belief 
that these businesses can be conducted more profitably under 
working conditions in other localities than can be done lo-
cally. It should be noted that three local plants (Winslow 
Brothers & smith Company, the George H. Morrill Division, and 
American Brake Shoe & Foundry Company) are nrnv owned by out-
of-t~ln interests. This trend to absentee ownership has been 
even more marked among the retail stores of the town. A re-
cent census of the stores on washington Street in the center 
of the town showed that s~xty-four out-of-:-town merchants and 
chain-store organiza tions, new since 1910, have crowded out 
all but thirty-five of the long-established merchants and busi-
ness men.(l) 
Neither the tax rate nor the valuations placed on property 
appear to have h~d any adverse bearing on the industrial his-
tory of the town. After the reva luation 0f 1909, the tax rate 
rose gradually from $ 8.50 in that year to a maximum of $ 32.60 
in 1935 and 1938, while the real estate valuation rose from 
$7,680,000 to $ 23,419,000 in 1931 and in 1938 stood at $ 21, 
728,000. This was accompanied, however, by a steady decline 
in the assess~d valuation of 11 Personal Esta te" from $ 6,118,000 
in 1909 to $ 2,838,000 in 1936, the last year in which plant 
equipment was taxed by the town. Comparison of these figures 
with those for other manufacturing communities gives no basis 
for a belief that t~ey may have discouraged enterprise from 
locating in Norwood. 
1 -Everett, Willard W. - Ibid 
For some years, Mr. George F. Willett, many of whose works on 
behalf of Norwood have been noted previously in this report, 
has been working strenuously to arouse in the community a real-
ization that its futv~e lies in its development as a Boston 
11 bedroom" of the better type. The writer agrees with Mr. 
Willett that here lies Norwood's true opportunity until such 
time as the relations between labor a nd industry can be changed. 
SUMMAR IZED HISTORIES 
OF 
PRESENT NORWOOD INDUSTHIES 
Winslow Brothers and Smith Company 
Products: sheepskins and scoured wool 
Loca tion: 1)-Endicott Street;2)-Railroad Avenue, Norwood 
Employees: 600 (July, 1938) 
Average annual payroll: $780,000 (1935) 
Assessed valuation of land and buildings: $ 6071 200 (1938) 
The Norwood history of this concern, the oldest tannery (1) 
and the largest (2) sheepskin industry in the United states, 
began in 1776, when Abner Guild established a little tannery _ 
for the raw hides produced on the farms of the local farmers.(3) 
This Guild tannery was a water-powered mill on Hawes Brook, on 
the same site as the present Endicott Street buildings of the 
concern~ ( 4) 
In 1791 (2 & 4) John Smith was apprenticed to Mr. Guild and 
became successful in the business. In 1826 George Wins~ow, 
who had previously learned the tanning trade in Roxbury, came 
to s outh Dedham, now Norwoa::l, and married Smith's only daugh-
ter, and in April of that same year formed a partnership with 
smith under the firm name of Smith & Winslow. In 1831 John 
smith retired from active business and was succeeded in it by 
his son Lyman. 
The partn~rship continued until 1853, when a friendly division 
0 
1 - James, Rev. Dr. uarinus - "Do You Know Your Own Town", Norwood 
"Messenger", Norwood, Nov. 22, 1935 pg 4 
2 - Winslow Brothers & Smith Company - Ibid 
3 - Ambrose press - Ibid 
4 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
was made. George Winslow continued with his two sons at the 
old locat+on, while Lyman Smith and his two sons, John E. and 
Charles L., built a new tannery about a mile away at the pre-
sent Railroad Avenue site of the company, and operated under 
the name of Lyman Smith & Sons. Later, on the retirement of 
the senior smith about 1856, the sons took over, the name be-
coming Lyman Smith's Sons; and in 1890 the concern was incor-
porated as Lyman Smith's Sons Company. 
After the dissolution of the partnership, the firm at the old 
location bore ~he name George Winslow & Sons; but in 1860 the 
father retired, to be succeeded by his four sons, who operated 
. . 
under the ~me of Win~low Brothers. ~n 1881, Martin .M. retired, 
and in 1884, _Elisha P. died; George s. and Francis o. continued 
the business. George Winslow is credited with having put the 
present concern on its feet: enter~ng th.e business in the 1870's, 
by 1880 he was virtually the head of it. 
The business of both con~erns in this period was the tanning of 
sheepskins and calfs~ins. Of the Smith concern, it was written 
in 1890 (1) "In 1853, there was but one building erected and the 
.. ... ' . .. 
skins simply tanned and sold in the rough, _and the capacity of 
the establishment was 9ut thirty thousand skins per year and 
OI?-lY four men employed. Their buildings at the present time 
cover more than one acre of land and the bui ldings range from 
one story to five and give emplo~ent to about one hundred and 
fift~ men with a capa~ity to finish some 20,000 skins per week, 
or 1, 04 0, 000 per year. 11 The Wins 1 c;-m plant, in 1~90, was en-
gaged in "Tanning law-book leather, _ rolled skins, linings for 
the boot and shoe trade, and a variety of sheep leathers of dif-
1 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid pg 42 
vi 
ferent kinds and colors -. new buildings have 
been added, steam power substituted for water power, and la-
bor saving ma chinery invented and introduced, until a capacity 
of tanning more than a million skins annually . has been attained, 
giving employment t o about one hundred and fifty men, with a 
monthly payroll of from five to six thousand dollars." (1) 
By 1894 t he Smith t a nnery had grown to the point where it was 
rcspaoted that "They employ one hu ndred and seventy-five hands 
in tanning and coloring sheepskins used in the shoe and book 
business." At the same time it was written of the Winslow BrQ-
c.. •. :.'.. 
thers enterprise "The firm now employs two hundred and seventy-
five hands, with a payroll of $10,000 or $11,000 a month . The 
indu stry of wool pulling and scouring has been introduced of 
late, adding considera ble to the volume of business condu cted 
·by the flrm."(2) 
In 1895 George F. Wi l lett acquired a controlling interest in 
Winslow .Brothers in association with Edward c. Mills w~o later 
retired. In 1901 Mr. Willett acquired the Smith plant, con-
solidated it with Winslow's under the name of Winslow Brothers 
and Smith company, and incorpora ted under the laws of Massa-
chusetts with a paid-in capital of $ 500,000, the two tanneries 
being operated as the Winslow and Smith plants respectively. 
In 1905 the Winslow pla nt of the corpora tion was de s cribed as 
operating three general departments. The fir s t of these was 
the leather department which ma nufactured sheep, calf, and goat 
skins into two distinct lines: one of shoe leather, the other 
1 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid pgs 41, 42 
2 - Hill, Rev. George _ Ibid pgs 28 & 29 
into leathers for special lines of trade. The wool depart-
ment was ene;ag ed in pulling wool from . sheepskins and scouring 
it in preparation for use in textiles. The glue department 
represented a large industry in itself. (1) 
The Smith plant, at the same time, was specializing in the 
making of leather for the binding of law books and roller-
leather . for use on rollers in cotton spinning. "It is the 
largest law and roller-leather manufacturing plant in the coun-
try." ( 1) 
In 1906 the concern took over the Morrill Leather Company o:f 
Peabody, _:Ma~sachusetts, and today operates _not only that plant 
bu the J. c. Bleyl company of Gloversville, New York as well. 
1~. Willett remained as President until 1908, when he turned 
that office over to Frank G. Allen, present Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. 
The compa ny is nON owned by out-of-town interests (Armour o:f 
Chicago (2)), and proudly and justifiably boasts that it has 
never missed a payroll; bas never failed to meet a .note when 
due; has never ceased. operation in 163 years.(3) The record 
of the concern is that it grew steadily till 1906, expanded 
rapidly till 1930, and slacked off somewhat after that year. 
Now employing about 600 after recent~y rehiring CNer 100, this 
number is down from a maximum of 900. 
Although in 1905 it boasted that "neither of the concerns - -
have ever had a strike or lockout or any kind of labor trouble", 
(l) the later history of the organization is one of considerable 
1 - Ambrose Press - Ibid pg 68 
2 -Everett, Willard W. -Ibid 
3 - James, Rev. Dr. Marinus - Ibid 
labor difficuaty. The most recent strike occurred in the spring 
of 1938; and the company officials now complain of an unfair 
wage setup, in which they are paying a higher rate than their 
competitors, thus f~nding it difficult to secure business. In 
March 1939, however, they signed an agreem~nt with the union 
continuing the present wages for two years. 
At the time of the 1938 strike, although it was won by the com-
pany, there were rumors that the concern would move its equip-
ment from Norwood to sites already secured in other states. To 
the time of writing, however, no such move has been made~ 
When Abner Guild erected his little tannery on the banks of Hawes 
Brook in 1 '776 his supply of raw hides .was secured from the near-
by farms of t~e South Dedham sett~ers. To these same farms went 
his finished product, the tanne~ _ ~ides, for home manufacture 
into harness, shoes, and clothi~. For years the character of 
the business was entirely local, but along with the decrease 
and final vanishing of agricultural activities in Norwood came 
the necessity for a continual .reaching out to more and more dis-
tant points for raw materials. Today, although some hides are 
received from Greater Boston slaughterhouses, the bulk of them 
are secured from Chicago, New Zealand, and South American points, 
while truckloads are received dail~ from New York. The concern 
restricts its work to calf and sheep skins - nothing heavier is 
handled. 
The two departments of the plant (the glue depar~ment, long an 
important branch of the business, was discontinued some years 
ago) process the raw hides. The wool department pulls the wool 
from the hides and processes it for use in textiles. It is 
equipped to pull wool from 1,500,000 skins a year and is still 
60 
grmfing, particularly in the past two years. The hides them-
selves are treated and finished in a variety of ways for sale 
to manufacturers of shoes, clothes, books, textile mill rollers, 
hand bags, novelties, and gas meters.{l & ~) No finished pro-
ducts are made, with the single exception of sweat bands for the 
hat trade. 
The corporation maintains sales offices in Boston, New York, and 
Chicago, at whiCh po~nts stocks of merchandise are carried for 
the convenience of local customers. These offices also serve as 
headquarters for the salesmen covering their districts. Sales 
a~ents cover the balance of the United States and nearly every 
foreign country. 
1 - James, Rev. Dr. Marinus - Ibid 
2 - Winslow Brothers & Smith co. - Ibid 
O.L 
Bay St a te Iron Foundry 
Product: Gray-iron castings 
Location: 193 Railroad Avenue, Norwood 
Employees: 24 · 
Assessed valuation of land and buildings: $23,200 (1938) 
In 1854 Spencer Fuller and Isaac Colburn founded this business 
under the firm name of Fuller & Colburn.(l, 2, 3) At some later 
date it passed to E. D. Dra per & Son (2), and trnvard 1890 came 
into the hands of J. E. Plimpton. 
In that year the concern employed thirty-five men.(l, 2) In 
1894 it employed forty-five and had recently added a branch 
of Holt's Boilers and House _Heating Furnaces, which required 
four or five additional men. In 1905 the owners were report-
ed (1) to be doing a general busines s a s iron founders and 
machinists, employing eighty-five men. Thi s latter fi gure 
shows a mar ked incr ea se over t he number employed in 1894, 
when it ha d been noted (4) that the owners "do miscellaneous 
wor k a nd employ at the present time forty-five men." 
Early in June, 1938, announcement wa s made ( 5, 6) of the pur-
chase of thi s concern by the Bay St ate Iron Foundry of South 
Boston, the bu sine s ses ·of the t wo firms being combined at Nor-
1 - Ambrose Pres s - I bid 
2 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
3 - South Dedham "News" - Edition of March 13, 1856 
4 - Hill, Rev. George - Ibid pg 29 
5 - Norw ood ":Mes s enger" - Editi on of June 8, 1938, pg 1 
6 - Norwood "Free Press " - Edition of J ·une 7, 1938, pg 1 
wood. This business is the oldest established industry in 
Norwood except the tanneries, and today, as in its beginning, 
operates as a job foundry, making gray-iron castings on order~ 
George H. Morrill co. Division, General Printing Ink Corporation 
product: Newspaper ink (1) 
Location: Pleasant Street, Norwood 
Employees: 75 (1) 
Payroll: Information refused 
Assessed valuation of land and buildings: $ 178,340 (1938) 
This concern was established in Norwood in 1854 by Samuel 
Morr ill, who had b~gun the manufa cture of ink in Andover, Mass-
actb.U:.setts in 1845.(2) Mr. Morrill had been a printer and, dis-
satisfied with the inks which he was able to buy, be~an experi-
ments toward the develoJ?ffient of better printing inks. Follow-
ing the successful use of one of his products by a Boston news-
paper, he had started his Andover business which he continued 
until his removal to Norwood in 1854. (3) He was joined in 
this yea r by his sons George H. and Samuel G. and they opened 
as partners in Morrill & Sons in a sm.s~ ll mill which had been 
the cabinet shop of Willard Everett on the same site as the 
present mill. 
In 1869 the firm was dissolved, and the business continued 
as George H. Morrill & Compai_ly until December _1, 1903 when it 
was incorporated as George H. Morrill Company. (2) "George H. 
Morrill became the head in ~888 and remained in :that position 
until the time of his death, leavine; a prosperous business." (3) 
The 1880 census valued the plant at $ 80,000 (3), and in 1890 
the mill comprised fourteen buildings and a ·large San Fran-
1 - Wilson, L. R. - Ibid 
2 - Ambrose Press - Ibid 
3 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
cisco branch had been established.(l) In 1894 the output of 
ink was from 30,000 to 35,000 pounds a day and the number of 
employees at the local plant was seventy-five. Branch plants 
of the organiza tion we re now located in both New York and San 
Francisco. 
For many years, the Norwood plant made black ink only, but in 
1904 a building was erected for the manufacture of dry colors, 
and in 1905 an additional building was constructed for the 
making of colored inks (these had been made in the San Fran-
cisco and New York plants from the time of their opening, a 
period of some t vienty-five or thirty years.) ( 2) In this peri-
od it was said of the firm that they were .the largest produ-
cers of printing ink in the United States.(2) 
The enterprise which Samuel Norri 11 had started with a single 
kettle, producing only a few pounds of ink daily, was a pion-
eer in the manufact-v.re of printing ink in New England and be-
came one of the first of the large ink makers in the country. 
(2 & 3) The business grew steadily, so that in 1894 the Nor-
wood plant was entirely rebuilt to handle more effectively 
the volume of output. It was recorded (2) soon after, that 
much of the new machinery had been made by the concern itself. 
This is of particular interest when we consider that the num-
ber employed then was about the same as today, although I?ro-
duction today is nearly three times as great. Certainly, the 
new equipment must have been most effective. Today, the mill 
is producing some 20,000,000 pounds of ink annually, ninety 
1 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
2 - Ambrose Press - I bid 
3 - Wilson, L· R. - Ibid 
per cent of which is used in the printing of newspapers. 
Branch plants of the concern are located in Philadelphia, Chi-
cago and san Francisco.(! & 2) 
The company continued as a family affair until 1929, when the 
banking firm of Dillon Read Company sponsored a merger with 
four other manufa cturers a s the Genera l Printing Ink Corpo-
ration, with stock listed on the New York Stock Exchange. 
other divisions of the corporation manufQcture rotogravure 
inks, dry colors, and so forth. The corporation is some-
what smaller than the International Printing Ink Corpora-
tion, and with it dominate the industry in this eountry.(l) 
1 - Wilson, L. R. - Ibid 
2 - Everett, Willard w. - Ibid 
Frank A. FaleE & co. Mills 
Location: Railroad Avenue at Hill Street,. Norwood 
Employees: 8 
payroll: Information not availab .. e 
Assessed valuation of land and buildings: $14,.600 (1938) 
About 1878 Frank A. Fales establ:. shed . himself in the retail 
grain business in a stor e on Washington Street. Within a few 
years he acquired the structure on Railroad Avenue which had 
been built by Josiah Tisdale in 1875 and u sed by him as a fac-
tory. (1) 
Early in the 1880's, Mr. Fales added to his business as a re-
tailer a steam grist mill, which was reported in 1890 (2) as 
employing five or six men, and i :n 1894 (3) as having a capa-
city of 24,000 bushels of corn and the same of oats. During 
its early years, the business of the mill was ~he grinding of 
gra ins produced on nearby farms; but gr adually, as farming was 
aband oned locally, the grains we~e brought in from outside 
points. This phase of the business wa s continued until the 
destruction of the building by fire about 1933- In fact, a 
carload of raw grain was on the mill siding and burned at 
that time.(l) 
Mrs. Fales, who had su cceeded tc the ownership of the business 
upon the death of her hu sband, decided a t the time of rebuild-
ing the plant to abandon the mill, and it was not reconstructed, 
1 - Gillooly, John - Ibid 
2 - Tinker, Francis - Ibid 
3 - Hill, Rev. George - Ibid 
although the name is preserved for sentimental reasons. The 
pres ent busines s . of the .concern is in the retail sale and dis-
tribution of hay, grain, feed, and masons supplies • 
• 
Holliston Mllls, Inc. 
Product: Bookc loth and bookbinding n:a terials 
Location: Lenox Street, Norwood 
Employees: 178 (1) 
Average annual payroll: $ 300,000 (1) 
Assessed valuation of land and buildings: $ 287,300 (1938) 
In 1893 Herbert M. and Howard E. Plimpton established the se-
curity Manufacturing Company in .a small ~~lding on the pre-
sent site of the Plimpton Presg. Their product was bookbind-
ing glue.(l) In 1894 the concer~ was written of (2) ~s a new 
plant employing four or five men. Within a few ye~rs, a line 
of bookcloth was added and became the main product. Apparent-
ly the production of this ma te::-oial wa s on a large scale from 
the start, for it was stated ( :3) in 1905 that "The Holliston 
Mills make book-cloth of all kinds in immense quantities." 
No figures as to the productio:o. of the plant are available, 
hov1ever, either for that period or for subsequent years. 
In compa ny with almost all of the other Norwood plants, this 
concern came under the influ ence of s~ientific management 
during the early years of the century. In 1910 Morris L. 
cook installed the Taylor system at the same time that it 
was introduced at the associated company, the Plimpton Press.(4) 
Until 1920 the Holliston Mills had the status of a depart-
1 - James, Rev. Dr. Marinus - Ibid 
2 - Hill, Rev. George - Ibid 
3 - Ambrose Press - Ibid pg 4 
4 - Smith, Charles E. - Ibid 
ment of the Plimpton Press ,and occupled space in th.e bu .. ild-
ings of that establishment. In that year, it was incorporated 
as a separate organization and entered its own building ad-
jacent to those of the Plimpto::1 Press. Its ownership is 
a·omewhat the same as that of t ::1e parent company and it en-
joys a preferential status with it in regard to bookcloth 
orders when the item is not otherwise specified to Plimpton's 
by its publisher customers. 
otherwise, the business is independent of its old associate 
and it sells bookcloth locally to the No~iood Press, in ad-
dition to Plimpton, and through its sales offices in Boston, 
New York, and _Chicago and sales ~gents on the West Coast, in 
the Southwest, the South, :EurCipe, and Asia are distributed 
the now varied line produced e.t the Norwood mill and its 
branch in Kingsport, TennesseEt. Included in the products 
of the corporation are some etght hundred different colors 
and shades i:t?- a large number of different weaves and weights 
of bookcloth, as well as ethel' bookbinding materials, for sale 
to publishers; an extensive 1:~ne of window-shade materials is 
offered to makers of those items; photographic cloths are pro-
duced for the manufacturers o:r photographic supplies. Broad-
cloth for shirting and pocket:Lng for· the clothine; trade is 
made in the Tennessee mill. 
The cloth used by the Norwood mill in the mak ing of its pro-
ducts is purch~s ed in the South and bleached there before be-
ing s~nt North. It is processed locally into the lines noted 
above. (1 & 2) 
1 - James, Rev. Dr. Marinus - Ibid 
2 - Holliston Mills, Inc. - (lfficers of the concern 
An interesting item vvhich is now being marketed by the Hol-
l i ston lHlls in connection with its sales of photographic 
cloth is a pOitable wooden frame for hoo.sehold and similar 
motion picture screens. This device ca n be readily collapsed 
into the wooden carryine case 'Nhich forms its base while in 
use. It is being ma nufactured for the concern in the shop of 
a local cabinet maker. (1) 
1 - Blake, Gordon A. - Rai :.road Av enue, Norwood 
The Plimpton Press 
Product: Printed and bound books and pamphlets ( 1} 
Location: Lenox Street, Norwood 
Employees: 550 (2} 
Annual payroll: $700,000 (1} 
Assessed valuation of land and ·~uildings: $325,000 (1938) 
In 1882 Herbert M. Plimpton, who had learned the binder's trade 
in New York City, established a printing plant in Boston, and 
employed there a personnel of t wenty-five. He is reported to 
have been a pioneer in that city in the use of labor-saving ma-
chinery i~ the printing industr y - one of the first users and 
inventors. rrThe first folding :nachines, the first new model 
sewing machine, the first roundi~ and backing machine used in 
Boston were in the Pli mpton pl~nt. The Plimpton Press also used 
the first cover-making machine, the latter being invented by 
them." (3} 
In 1897 he began business in No:rwood, his home town and the one 
in which he had already started with his brot~er, Howard E., 
the business now known as the HJlliston Mills. The reasons 
given for his undertaking the NJrwood experiment are his in-
terest in his home town and cert ain concessions made to him by 
that conmru.nity. · (2) At the start, only the presswork and bind-
i ng was done in Norwood, the ba l ance of the work being kept in 
Boston. The busines s gr ew so steadily, however, that he decided 
to move all the work to Norwood and the construction of an addi-
tion was begun early in 1904 and dedica ted with a reception 
·rc, 
1 - James, Rev. Dr. Marinus - "Do Yi(H Know Yolflr Ovvn Town? 11 , Nor-
2 - Williams, Jane E . w Ibid wood Messenger ' January 24,1936 pg 3 
3 - Ambrose Press - Ibid, pg 65 
December 21, 1904.(1) The old bu i lding, with its addition, 
was on the same site as the present stru ctures of the concern. 
In 1905 it was written (I) of the concern that Mr. Herbert M. 
Plimpton was sole propr iet or, his brother, Howard E., who had 
also been associated with him in t he establishment of this en-
terprise having died several years before, and that the concern 
employed about 600 during .the busy season with a daily capacity 
of 25,000 to 30,000 books. It was noted at the same time that 
the firm "has had an important part in making Norwood famous as 
a book-making town."(l) In line with Mr. Plimpton's early de-
ve~opment of labor-s~ving machinery and his use of it is the 
record that Morris L. cook installed the Taylor system or sci-
entific management in the Plimpton Press and the allied Hollis-
ton bookcloth mill in 1910.(2) 
This enterprise grew slowly and steadily to 1920. It boomed 
from 1920 to 19~0, employing a maximum of ab~1t 1025. Now, 
~uly 25, 193j., . . in the normal busy season, the plant is work-
ing _at about fifty per cent capacity, _with about 500 employ-
ees. (3) It has been written recently, (4) that "Every major 
operation in the making of a book is performed in the plant, 
with the exception of the manufacture of the bookcloth and 
binding materials which are made in a subsidiary mill.(5) 
Twenty-nine presses have an average capacity of 50,000 vol-
umes p~r day. Type is set on both monotype and linotype ma-
chines~" 
1 - Ambrose Press - Ibid 
2 - Smithi Charles E. - Ibid 
3 - Williams, Jane E. - Ibid 
4 - James, Rev. Dr. ~~rinus - Ibid 
5 - This statement is incorrect. The Holliston Mills are no longer 
subsidiary to The Plimpton Press 
(,J 
The business is now a corporation with its only office located 
at the Lenox street plant. Since the Plimpton Press confines 
its work almost entirely to the printing of textbooks, but five 
salesmen are needed to contact the textbook publishers through-
out the United States from whom the business of the company is 
drawn. ( 1-} 
Because of the nature of its product, the concern is faced with 
certain problems not 1.~sually encountered by printers of other 
types of publications. The greatest of these difficulties is 
that despite the offering of special discounts, long-term cre-
dits, and other in~ucements to publishers in an effort to reme-
dy the situation, sixty per cent of the company's annual busi-
ness is confined to the two summer months of July and August. 
This condition, of course, results in much difficulty in sta-
bilizing the working force of the organization although every 
effort is made to develop _subsidiary related lines which will 
tend to even cut the load. 
This concentration of such a large proportion of the entire an-
nual business into a brief period results in other problems 
which are of a different type, but are also serious obstacles 
to the profitable operation of the business. Each order re-
ceived from a publisher specifies the paper, binding, and other 
materials to be used and, since the~e specifications are rarely 
the same for any two books being printed at one time and the 
materials for ~ny one may have to be coll~cted from various and 
distant points, . much space must be provided for the s~orage of 
raw stock to insure the presence of adequate supplies. In other 
cases, the raw stock may be furnished by the customer and sent 
1 - Williams, Jane E. - Ibid 
to Norwood rar in advance of the date of publication. Space 
is provided for the storage of this material until it is used~ 
Simi~arly, a problem exists in the storage of the finished pro-
duct. It is a custom in this industry to hold the finished 
goods in storage pending receipt of the publisher's orders for 
shipment in small lots ~o his various outlets, and it is often 
a matter of years before the last of a printing is ordered out 
of storage. (Incidentally, no billing is issued until the goods 
are shipped). It can be seen, therefore, that a great deal of 
unproductive floor space must be provided and that the year-
round e. Pense of its maintenance must be borne by the produc-
tive deprotments from _their earnines which are probably confined 
to the summer months. 
The outlook for the business is somewhat doubtful. The company 
is bound to a five-year contract with the union which includes 
step-rate increases, and the statement has been made that south-
ern and western_printing houses are cutting it ~o pieces _ by 
lower wage _rates and particularly by stretch~~t. The result is 
the loss of much business and the plant working but three or 
f~lr days a week. 
r -
The Norwood ~ress 
Product: Books J. s. Cushing co. - Composition, electrotyping 
Berwick & Smith co. - Printing 
c. B. Fleming & co., Inc. - Binding 
Location: 932 Washington Street, Norwood 
Employees: 600 average 
Average annua l payroll: ~~ 740,000 (1) 
Assessed valuat ion of land and buildings: ~; 318,250 (1938) 
Mr. Josiah s . Cush ing had, in 1878, established himself in 
bu siness in Boston as a compos itor s pecia lizing in textbooks. 
The busines s prospered until, i n 1889 , he employed about 125 
compositors. 
Jame s Berv.ri ck and George H. Smith had formed a partnership in 
1 884, and their prin~ing bu sines s had grown rapidly to the 
point where, i n 1889, they joined with J. s. Cushing and two 
lar~e book-binding houses in occupy ing a new building in Bos-
ton. The s e new quarters were soon outgrown, however, and 
when the Norwood Business ~1I en's As s ocia tion, eager for more 
new indust r ies for the town, approached them with an offer 
of a free bui lding site in a su j_table location they were in 
a receptive mood. 
J. s . cushing and Berwick & Smith organized the Norwood Press 
company as a Massa chusetts corporation for the purpose of' hold-
ine real esta te a nd buildings in the town of Norv1ood for their 
mutual benefit. Constru ction wa s completed, and the buildings, 
dedicated on December 20, 1894,(2) were occupied so that opera-
1 - EVerett, l:'i! i l l a rd w. - Ibid 
2 - l:Jhedon, w. T. - Ibid 
tion could start during January 1895. 
The partnership of Berwick and Smith was incorporated on Jan-
uary 3, 1903, as Berwick & Smith co. J. S. Cushing Co. was in-
corpora ted in 1910.(1) 
At the time of opening, an electrotyping plant under the man-
agement of George c. Scott & Sons of Boston occupied a build-
ing in the rear of the composition room. In 1900 this depart-
ment was bought out by J. s. Cushing Co. and merged with the 
composition room, of which it remains a department today. Soon 
after the opening of the Norwo od Press, another building was 
erected for use a s a bindery. This wa s occupied in 1 897 as a 
branch of E. Fleming & Co. of Boston, and is knc:wn today as 
c. B. Fleming & co., Inc. 
In 1906 an avera ge of about 700 work~rs were employed in the 
three divisions of the Norwood Press, about one third of them 
being women, and two thirds men and boys.(2) Today, the con-
cerns employ an average of 600. 
The removal of established businesses, such as these, from a 
large city to a country tmfn was considered at the time a most 
venturesome undertaking. The success of it was quoted by many 
other camnunities in their efforts to lure industry from the 
city to their towns. 
Ever since the date of its establishment, the No~vood Press 
has specia lized in the produ ction of school and college text-
books and similar edu cational publica tions, and today fully 
eighty per cent of the annual ou tput is in that field~ The 
1 - Smith, Charles E . - Ibid 
2 - Ambrose Press - Ibid 
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. c~osition of this type of book is by means of monotype. The 
manufacture of textbooks is largely concentrated in the first 
nine months of the year with the peak coming in the month of 
Harch when publishers rush to meet the deadline of the New 
York state Board of Regents, April 5. Ten years ago, tho J. 
s. cushing co. installed linotypes for the composition of nov-
els, and this product accounts for the remaining twent:y ? per 
cent of the annual business. The demand for these books is 
far less seasonal than that for textbooks and serves to level 
the peaks and hollows of employment within the plant. 
The three member concerns of the No~/ood Press maintain their 
identities in soliciting business as well as in the manufac-
turing processes, although many jobs are figured on complete 
manufacture of the book and the major portion of the orders 
received is for the entire pr ocessing. Separate orders for 
composition, printing, or binding are, however, received in 
substantial numbers. 
The bulk of the business of the plant lies in production for 
regular customers, largely New York publishers. Primarily 
for their convenience, an office with teletype service to Nor-
wood is maintained in ~ew York City by c. B. Fleming & co. 1 
the other concerns contri~lting to the cost of maintenance. 
The balance, and majority, of the sales efforts are carried 
on from Norwood. 
IU 
Norwood Stamping co., Inc. 
Product: Steel stampings 
Location: 19 Press Avenue, Norwood 
Employees: 8 
Assessed va luation of stock & equipment: $ 2600 (1935) 
This concern was incorporated in 1920 after operating some 
twenty-five ye~rs as the individual enterprise of its pre-
sent treasurer, Benjamin CUshing. Its eight emplo~ees are 
engaged in the production of light steel stampings. 
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Bird & Son, Inc. (1) 
product: Roofing materials, floor coverings, boxes, cartons 1 
special papers 
Location: South Norwood~ Mass. (Offices, East Wa~pole) 
Employees: 837, Norwood Plants, January 11, 1939. 
Annual payroll: :!~ 3,000, 000 (all u. s. plants) (2) 
Assessed valuation of Norwood plants: ~~ 1,367 ,000 (1938) 
Although this concern is primarily a Walpole organization and 
is usually thought of as an institution of that town1 it has 
played an important part in the economic life of Norwood for 
many years~ even prior .to the construction of its first Nor-
wood plant. This . fact~ together with its present status of 
having more than one half its plants in Norwood and being the 
town's largest taxpayer, justifies ~r consideration here of 
the company history in its entirety. 
In 1803, George Bird sold the paper mill which he had been 
operating in Needham since 1795; and from then until 1817 he 
operated a leased mill in the town of Dedham. In that year 
he purchased water-power rights and land on the Neponset 
River in Walpole, and the busines s now carried on by Bird & 
s on, Inc. has been located on this land since that time. In 
one account of the early days of this enterprise, we find that 
it "consisted at first of two small plants, known as the Upper 
:Mill and the Lower lJill, and were under the management of the late 
Francis "!! . Bird for a great many years, until Hr. z. T. Hollings-
1 - Bird & Son, Inc. - Ibid 
2- James, Rev. Dr. Marinus - 11Do You Know Your OWn Town", Nor-
wood 11 Mes sengert', November 29 1935 1 Januar•y 2, 1936, and January 2o, 1936 
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worth was taken in as partner, when the firm was known as F. w. 
Bird, H0llingsworth & co. Later a division of the property took 
place, and the Lower Mill was then turned over to the present 
Hollingsworth & Vose Company, and the Upper Mill wa s to be known 
as F. w. Bird & Son, :Mr. Charles s . Bird being admitted into 
the firm with his father."(l) 
On April 1, 1834, Francis W. Bird, son of George Bird, purchased 
the business then owned by his brother, Josiah W. Bird, who had 
succeeded George oird; and in 1838 he purchased the Neponset 
Paper Company from Jabez Coney, Jr. He then formed a partner-
ship with his father, George Bird, his brother Josiah, and his 
brother-in-law, and d id business under the name of George Bird 
& Son. After the dissolution of this firm, the business was 
carried on by Francis w. Bird under the name of F. w. Bird. 
Charles sumner Bird, second son of Francis w. Bird, entered the 
business in 1877. Soon after, he was admitted a s a partner and 
the firm name became F. W. Bird & Son. On 1 ugust 22, 1880, 
the paper mills were destroyed by fire, but were irmoodiately 
rebuilt ani enlarged. F. W. Bird died May 22, 1894. The busi-
nes s was then purchased by Charles Sumner Bird, and was carried 
on by him without partners until January, 1913.(2) 
In the beginning, the company had but one building, making only 
paper. Now it has nearly one hundred buildings, at eight dif-
ferent plants in the United Sta tes and five in Canada, produ-
cing~ecial papers, folding boxes and shipping cases, asphalt 
and other roofings, building pa pers, and f e lt-base floor cover-
1 - Ambrose Press - Ibid pg 73 
2 -Bird & Son, Inc. -Ibid 
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ings and rugs. 
In 1904 the concern constr ucted its f i rst Norwood plant, just 
over the Walpole line, for the manufa cture of roofing and water-
proof papers. As we have seen, t h is expa nsion, coming at the 
same time as that at the Winslow t a nnery, and but a short dis-
t a nce away, "brought a constantly growing number of i rrnn i grants 
of a ll nationalities into Norwood. They settled near these 
pla nts in South Norwood and resulted in the second -settlement 
of this ea rliest settled part of town." ( 1) 
A year later, in 1905. a mill wa s bui lt in Hamilton, Ontario, 
canada, for the manufacture of roofing pa pers simila r to those 
made in Norwood. The Phillipsda le, Rhode Island, mill was 
built in 1907 for the manufacture of felt papers used in roof-
ing and floor-covering products. In 1908 a paper mill, f'or the 
manufa cture of felt pa per to be used in the Hamilton mill, was 
pu rcha sed at Pont Rouge, Canada. 
As early a s 1888, Charles Sumner Bir d began experiments in 
printing designs on heavy roofing pa per, the first step to-
ward the present l ar ge floor-coverir~ business of t his concern. 
In 1911, the first Bird flooring pl a nt was erected in Norwood 
adja cent to the roofing plant, just over the line from Walpole. 
The process of manufa cturing floor covering today, however, is 
qu ite different from tha t used in n~ . Bird 1 s early experiments. 
"Today, these floors are not pa per but black asphalted f'elt. 
This is treated by an intricate systeni of applying five dif'fer-
ent oils until a hard printing surface is a chieved ~ on which de-
signs are impressed by wood blocks. - - - - The strips of floor-
ing are then baked from 90-120 hours. It is then waxed, cut, 
1 -Everett, Willard W. -Ibid 
and packed. (1) 
on January 1, 1913, a partnership was formed by Charles Sumner 
Bird, Phillip R. Allen, and Charles Sumner Bird, Jr., under the 
name of Bird & s on On November 1, 1917, the plant of the West 
coast Roofing company of Chicago was purchased for the manu-
facture of roofing and wa terpl'oof papers for the western trade 
of the company. 
The firm of Bird & Son was incorpora ted May 10, 1918, with 
Charles &1mner Bird as president, in which capacity he served 
until his death ·october 9, 1927. At that time Phillip R. Allen 
was elected president, and he ld that office until January 7, 
1935. On that da te he retired as President to become Chairman 
of the Board of Directors, Benjamin H. Roberts succeeding him 
as President, and Charles Sumner Bird, Jr., serving as Vice-
Cha irman. 
In 1935 the company purchased the Berry Aspha lt company of 
Waterloo, Arkansas. The property includes an asphalt refinery, 
and the lease of nearly forty oil wells yielding oil for pro-
ducing the type of aspha lt used in roofing w~terial and floor-
ing. Early in 1937 a plant was purchased at Shreveport, Louis-
iana; and in September of the same year production was started 
on a full line of roofing and siding products, this plant sup-
plying the southwestern territory. 
The associated company, Building Products, Limited, of canada, 
has also expanded greatly in recent yea rs. To the plants at 
Hamilton and Pont Rouge were added one at Montreal and one at 
FOntneuf, Quebec, in 1926; and in 1934 a new plant was acquired 
1 - James, Rev. Dr. Iilarinus - Ibid January 20, 193 6 , pg. 4 
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at 1!:'innepeg, Manitoba .(l) 
It is probable that in the early year s of the Bird paper mill 
a large proportion of its raw material was secured from the lo-
cal na tura l resources, but today the ingredients which enter 
into the finished produ cts of the corporation are drawn from 
many, and frequently distant, points. The concern manufactures 
its varied line of papers from wa ste paper and wood pulp pur-
chased in the open market, while the wool felt u sed as the base 
for floor covering and roofing material is made at the Phillips-
dale, Rhode Island, plant of the company from waste rags and 
shipped to south Norwood for processing. The asphalt used in 
the floorings and roofings is secured from the company-owned 
propertie s in Arkansas, while the various types of rock used 
in the roofings are brought from m.1.merous different quarries 
throughout the country, a certa in proportion from the glacial 
deposits in Norwood. The concern makes its own paints, and op-
erates a large department at S~lth No~v ood for their manufac-
ture from oils and pigments purchased in the open market. 
The sales department of Bird & Son covers the United States 
from three poi nts. Ea s t Wa lpole is the headquarters for the 
eastern section of t he country, t he Chica g o office services 
the central and western territories, and the Shreveport office 
covers t he s~1. thern a nd southwestern areas. Warehouse stocks 
are carried at a number of points throughout the country and 
a display room is mainta ined in New York City. 
The sales policy of the company varies considerably with its 
different products. Floor covering is distributed solely through 
jobbers, and roofing is marketed through both jobbers and dealers. 
1 - Bird & s on, Inc. - Ibid 
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papers are sold to manufacturers for conversion into their 
products,while paper boxes are the only product of the con-
cern to be sold to their ultimate consumers. 
The Canadian affilia te has its m1n sales force and marketing 
policies. They conform, in general, to those of the parent 
organization. 
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American Brake Shoe & Foundry Company 
Product: Brake shoes for railway use 
Location: Lenox Street, Norwood 
Approximate monthly payroll: $ 3,000 
Assessed valuation of land and buildings: $46 1 000 (1938) 
In 190? this concern took over a portion of the old carshops 
of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad which had 
been abandoned by ~he road in 1903, upon the removal of its 
shop~ to Readville. A corporation with headquarters in New 
York, its purpose in establishing the Norwood branch was to 
prov~de better service for its custo~ers throughout Ne~ Eng-
land, and to give some transportation business to them, par-
ticularly in the delivery of the scrap metal which is pro-
cessed into brake shoes. 
The maximum number employed at the plant has been forty-five, 
and with its present staff of thirty-two men it has an out-
put of something over thirty tons of brake shoes a day.(l) 
1 - Hefferan, Stephen U. - Ibid 
E. H· Allen (Boston Piano Supply Company) 
Product: Piano hammers, felts, and other supplies 
Location: 20 Broadway, Norwood 
Employees: 2 
Assessed valuation of stock and equipment: $ 6,100 (1935) 
Around 1916 the Boston Piano S~pply Company, which had been 
established some years previously a~ a.;·:branch of the American 
Felt co~any and had been located successiv~ly in Cambridge 1 
New York, and Hyde Park, came to occupy the large three-~tory 
•' . . . - ... - -·. - . . 
building at 20 Broadway, Norwood. F~o~ that year through the 
e~rly 1920~s th~ concern . ~hriv~d ~nd, together with the force 
empl?yed in a section . devoted t? st?:rae;e for the parent com-. 
pany, employe~ some 100 workers~ During thi~ period there ~ere 
fourteen manufacturers of pianos in the G:~eat~r Boston area, a-
mong whGm thls concern did a large busil_le~s . as well as supply~ 
ing other makers throughou~ the country, particularly those lo-
cated around New York City. 
In 1937 Edward H. Allen, who had served for many years as the 
manager of both the Boston Piano Supply Comp~ny and the Ameri-
can Felt Company warehouse, purchase~ the . ~usiness from the 
latter. Since his de~th il_l D~cember, 19~8, the business has 
been earried on by his son, Joshua Allen. 
Today . the concern occupies only small o~fice space on the second 
floor, and w~r~?oms on the third floor , of the buil~ing which. 
it formerly ?coupled completely. The number of piano factories 
in Greater Boston has declined to two1 and concurrently the num-
ber of employees of t his concern has diminished, until now 
but two men are employed regularly and not more than eight 
during busy times. Business during 1938 was rather less than 
' . 
in 1937~(1) 
1 - Allen, Joshua - Ibid 
Norwood Machine works, Inc. 
Product: Special mac~nery, repair par ts 
Location: 90 Broadway, Norwood 
As sessed valuation of stock and equipment: $10,700 (1938) 
This enterprise was established in 1929 in the building orig• 
inally occupied circa 1858 by the Bell and Casey Iron Foundry 
and later by the Beaver Coal Compa ny. It engages in the manu-
facture of special ~achinery, such as sewing machines, and re-
pair parts on order~ Of the twelve employees, nine are machin-
ists enga ged in production work. 
STATISTICS 
To t his point in our record of the industrial history of Norwood, 
we have considered the individual enterprises of the community as 
units r a ther than as a whole. Certain aspects of the manufactur-
ing activities of the town can, however, be shown in the latter 
manner. It seems proper also to present here other data concern-
ing the present statu s of the com~unity. 
Since the opening of the Norfolk & Bristol Turnpike in 1806 Norwood 
has always had ready access to markets. Its location on the New 
York,New Haven,& Hartford Railroad and on u. s. Route 1 gives it 
overnight delivery by rail or truck to Boston, worcester, Spring-
field, Providence, and New York City and direct connection with 
• 
more distant points. It is also within easy trucking distance of 
all points in Greater Boston and the port and terminal facilities 
of tha t city. 
89.1 
In the body of our re port we have recor ded only the number of work-
ers dire ctly employed in local industries and have not previously 
considered the number of local r e sidents otherwise employed. The 
late s t ava ilab le figure of the nwnber of ga infully employed persons 
resident within the town is for 1930. In that year 6,081 of a total 
popula tion of 15,049 were recorded as gainfully employed, or 40.4 
pe~ cent as compared with an avera ge for the state in that year of 
42.? per cent.(l) 
In our summaries of the various concerns we have noted, wherever 
po;sible, the avera ge annual payrolls and the number of workers in 
each. The following table gives this, a:t:?-d additional data, in 
certain years for all Norvv ood industries. 
1 - EVerett, Willard W. - Ibid 
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# of Wage Value of 
Est. Ear ners wa~es Product 
1919 26 3142 $ 3,276,834 $ 20,359,242 
1925 20 2742 3.,949,879 25,838,046 
1929 25 2 654 4,069,547 23,524,420 
1933 21 2181 2,373,502 13,113,464 
1934 20 2484 2,926,028 15,593,639 
1935 24 2741 3,455,790 16,781,754 
In the following pages we have recorded statistical data concern-
ing the tcrvn from the time of original settlement to the present. 
T OTAL 
lf: VALUE 
PIGS AUTOS AUTOS 
POPl'" LA D'.':-::..::L HOR 
L-1,TGS SJ!S c or:s VFJ\R T I ON l. .~ 
(A)l'730 
(A)l'736 
50 ~P · 
'78 
(A)l'765 441 43 
(B)l824 91 -l~ 
(0)18 55 11'73 
(D)l865 1250 
II 18'70 1560 
X 18'72 320 
18'73 340 
18'74 34'7 
18'75 1'744(E) 354 
18'76 369 
18'7'7 383 
18'78 393 
18'79 401 
1880 415 
1 881 430 
1882 446 
1883 463 
1884 484 
1885 291'7 
1886 
188'7 
1888 
1889 
511 
551 
585 
626 
663 
~ 1890 3'756 (D)698 
185 405 
189 358 
198 354 
198 362 
21 '7 340 
200 347 
194 419 
21 '7 402 
240 382 
243 411 
240 433 
246 384 
262 436 
2'71 420 129 
2'78 408 113 
295 424 49 
296 431 55 
293 400 5'7 
300 410 84 
->~ I ndivi dual t axpayers 
AV 
VAl UE 
) .. UT OS 
X :Except £'_ s n ot ed by let ter , all figures from this point on are 
derived from statistics of Cornmomvealth of Iviassa chus etts, _ 
Dept. of Corp orati ons & Taxation. ··-· • 
9l 
TOTAL ~.V 
POPULA D~EL HCR # VAllE VA IDE 
YEAR TION LINGS SES CONS PIGS AU TCS AUT OS AUTCB 
1891 713 334 421 60 
1892 731 344 432 54 
1893 755 302 405 67 
1894 776 368 366 115 
1 895 4574(E) 810 358 408 202 
1896 861 394 365 167 
1897 895 393 367 120 
1898 964 393 370 87 
1899 981 407 345 47 
1900 5480 (E) 1069 397 328 20 
1901 1091 382 334 25 
1902 1120 385 325 24 
1903 1195 390 320 20 . 
1 904 1130 357 368 30 
1905 6731 1160 360 375 4 0 
1906 1200 365 375 50 
1907 1220 370 365 50 
1908 1240 370 350 50 
1909 126 5 376 328 52 
19 10 8 014 1286 370 :358 70 
1911 1437 346 399 125 
1912 1507 342 427 133 
1913 1622 340 4 38 106 
1914 1697 300 376 81 
1915 10977 1759 283 375 85 
1916 1744 267 3 07 111 
1917 1842 230 232 58 
1918 1849 191 326 84 
1919 
. 1853 153 275 77 
TOTAL AV 
POPULA DWEL HOR VAWE VAWE 
YEAR TION LINGS SES cows PIGS AUTOS AU TOO AUTOS 
1920 12627 1904 147 335 86 
1921 1949 173 365 42 
1922 2031 128 321 33 
1923 2076 116 269 3 
1924 2110 123 269 2 
1925 14151 2203 114 193 81 
1926 2286 96 197 8 
1927 2346 82 228 12 
1928 2377 70 209 22 
1929 2472 48 202 3 
1930 15049 2511 42 198 9 3399 11290,620 379 
1931 2561 46 188 25 3 622 1,186,900 327 
1932 2575 39 194 46 3261 917,085 281 
1933 2581 33 175 34 3410 797,805 233 
19.34 2591 35 154 3457 783,125 226 
1935 15579 2552 38 155 14 3545 815680 230 
1936 2558 31 142 20 3918 998,100 254 
1937 2583 25 207 20 
(F)l938 2670 21 188 
(A) - Worthington, Erastus - Ibid 
(B) - Dean, Lemuel - Original 1824 tax collector's book, Ms. 
(C) -South Dedham "News" -Ibid 
(D) - Hill, Rev. George - Ibid 
(E) - Smith, Charles E. -Ibid 
(F) - Norwood, Town of - Office of Tmvn Assessors 
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NORWOOD 
TAX pER S ONAL RR L TOTAL T \.X 
VEI\R Ri\. TE E;)T;:;.TE ESTAl'E LAND VALUATION LEVY 
1872$ 11.40 ~ 518, 000 $ 1, 100,000 •1!- d1 $ 19,398 ~·' ~? 1,618,000 
1873 11.20 4 55' 000 1, 140,000 1,596,000 1 8 ,908 
18?4 12.00 429,000 1, 184,000 1,613,000 20,366 
18?5 11.80 44 8,000 1,343,000 1,792,000 22,196 
1876 11.70 444 ,000 1,380,000 1,824,000 22,506 
1877 11.50 448,000 1,411,000 1,859,000 22,527 
1878 11.00 448,000 1,305,000 1,753,000 20,445 
1879 11.00 442,000 1,315,000 1,758,000 2 0,411 
1880 11.80 456,000 1,338,000 1,795,000 22,486 
1881 9.50 533, 000 1,365,000 1, 899,000 19,456 
1882 10.00 477 ,000 1,433,000 1,910,000 20,585 
1883 11.50 453,000 1,472,000 1,925,000 23,72 9 
1884 11.50 429,000 1,510,000 1,939,000 24,016 
1885 13.00 447,000 1,618,000 2,065,000 28,618 
1886 15.00 450,000 1,662,000 552,000 2, 112,000 32,956 
1887 17 .oo 464,000 1,741,000 572,000 2,206,000 40,856 
1888 13.00 448,000 1,980,000 6 29 ,000 2,329,000 32,350 
1889 15.00 460,000 1,963,000 661,000 2,423,000 38,548 
1890 16.60 513,000 2,051,000 681,000 2,564,000 45,398 
1891 15.80 477,000 2,122, 000 708~000 2,600,000 43,360 
1892 17.30 500,000 2,209,000 718,000 2,710,000 49,196 
1893 16.00 544,000 2,277,000 739,000 2,821:,000 47,550 
1894 17.00 595,000 2,394,000 781,000 2,990,000 53,312 
1895 16.90 684,000 2,673,000 902,000 3,358,000 59,583 
1896 16.90 694-! 000 2,825,000 965 ,000 3,519,000 62,442 
1 8 97 18 .40 745 ,000 2 , 94 0,000 1,024 ,000 3,686,000 70,670 
1898 19 ;~50 810,000 3,189,000 1,111,000 4,000,000 80,190 
1899 19.50 84 9,000 3,352,000 1,173,000 4,202 ,000 84,977 
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TAX BERSON.~ L RE.A.L . ' TOTAL TAX 
YEAR RATE ESTATE ESTATE I.AND--- .;.,:.1 VAlli ", 11I ON LEVY 
1900 18.00 8921000 315841000 11 2501000 414761000 831923 
1901 19.40 9651000 3,6?71000 112761000 4,642 1000 93,512 
1902 20.00 8461000 3 ,7551000 11 27 8 ,000 4 ,6011000 95,780 
1903 17.50 815,000 3,913,000 113381000 4,728 1000 86,604 
1904 16.60 111221000 4,005,000 1,3751000 5,12?,000 891048 
1905 17.40 1,167,000 4, 254,000 210551000 5,421 1000 98,477 
1906 18.70 1,220,000 414 201000 115361000 516401000 108,170 
1907 18.10 1,412 ,000 4,5991000 1,568,000 61012 ,000 1131478 
1908 25.60 1,3 61_,000 4 ,739,000 1, 584,000 61100,000 16014 77 
1909 8.50 6,1181000 7,680, 000 2, 881,000 131799,000 12 11866 
1910 9.20 51614,000 81 4 18 1000 3, 325,000 1410331000 134 ,196 
1911 9.00 5 ,537,000 8 ,824 ' 000 3~ 372,000 14,362 ,000 1351174 
.. 
1912 9 .50 5, 231,000 9, 4 12 ,000 3 , 489 ,000 141644,000 14 51031 
1913 10.4 0 5, 2 91,000 10,34 8,000 3, 850,000 15,640,000 168 ,996 
1914 11.00 5,175,000 11,123,000 6,897,000 16,299,000 1851920 
1915 12 .80 515281000 1114601000 411871000 16,9891000 2 241054 
1916 12.80 5,0531000 1210211000 4,2 631000 17,074 1000 2251509 
1917 13 .30 31626,000 1 2 1760,000 41 4251000 16,3861000 225,509 
1918 14 .60 3,243,000 121762 ,000 4 ,3901000 16,005 ,000 241,314 
1 919 16.00 219301000 121996~000 4, 391,000 151926 1000 2 62,447 
1920 18 .00 4 11581000 14 1488,000 51544,000 181647 ,000 354 1234 
1921 24 .70 3 , 859,000 1 5 ,017_,000 4 1 855 ~000 18 ,876,000 484 ,307 
1 922 25~00 3 , 84 9,000 1 6 ,010~000 4 , 8451000 19, 85 9,000 516, 206 
1923 2 5 .30 3,950,000 16,670,000 4, 882 ,000 20,621,000 5411414 
1924 26.70 4,4141000 17,505,000 4 18811000 21,9201000 5931465 
1925 26.50 4 14771000 1916121000 51 427,000 24 ,089 ,000 647,383 
1926 28 .20 4,620,000 2 0,767,000 5,458_,000 25,387,000 724,893 
1927 29 .00 4 , 827,000 21, 6371000 5,798 1000 26,4 64 ,000 776,667 
1928 29.00 5,048,000 22 , 3851000 5,537,000 27,433 ,000 8041714 
1929 29.50 3,682 ,000 22 , 8871000 5,7641000 26,570,000 793,054 
95-' 
REAL 
TAX PERS On.:~L ESrr~;~TE TOTAL TAX 
Y EAR RATE ESTATE Li\J'.ID VA:U.::"i.TI ON LEVY 
1930 29 .00 3 , '7'7o, ooo 23,26:2 ,000 5, '789, ooo 27 ,03:G ,ooo 793,309 
1931 29 .00 3 , 484 , 000 23 , 419,000 5,811,000 26,903,000 789,559 
1932 32 .00 3 , 392 , 000 23,267,000 5 ,745 ,000 26,660,000 862 , 440 
1933 31 .30 3 , 145 , 000 21,948,000 5,599 ,000 25 , 093 ,000 794,847 
1934 32.30 3 , 103 , 000 21 , 851,000 5 ,526 ,000 24,955,000 813,136 
1935 32.60 2 , 913 , 000 21,464,000 5 , 4 67,000 24 , 377 ,000 804 ,000 
1936 3 2 . 40 2 , 838,000 21,259,000 5 , 432 ,000 24 ,097,000 790, ,912 
1937 32 .00 984, 55 0 21 ,602,000 5 , 439 ,000 22,587,000 732,549 
t A 9-938 32.60 1,001 ,100 21 ,725,430 
5 ,410, 3 80 22 ,726,53 0 7 50,665 
BIBLIOORAPHY 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
1- Allen, Joshua- OWner, E. H. Allen Co.(Boston Piano Supply Co.) 
Material concerning that business. 
2 - Ambrose Press - "Norwood 11 , circa 1905 
Information concerning general hist-
ory of the town to the year of pub-
lication and data regarding indus-
tries operatine at the time. 
3 - Bird & Son, Inc. - "Information Book", revised to 11/1/37 
Data concerning history and develop-
ment of the corporation. 
4 - Blake, Gordon A. - Volunteer consultant 
5 - Boston "Transcript11 -
Information concerning products of 
Holliston 1vii lls. 
1872, exact date not given. Reprinted 
as foreword to 11 Souvenir Program", Jub-
ilee -Pageant, Norwood, October 4 & 5, 
1922. 
contemporary account of the Norwood 
petition to the General Court for sep-
arate ~ncorporation. 
6 - curran, Margaret - Supervisor, Adult Alien Education, Nor-
wood School Department. 
Information concerning history of and 
present activities in the Americaniza-
tion of Norwood's foreign-born. 
7 -Day, Fred Holland - Private papers of, located in Morrill 
Memorial Library, Norwood, Mass. 
Fundamental -material concerning Col-
onial times. 
8 -Dean, Lemuel - Ori ginal 1824 tax collector's book, ms., now 
owned by John Gillooly, 126 Walpole 
Street, No~~ood, Mass. 
Inforrna tion concerning taxpayers of 
that year. 
9 - DeLUe, Willard - "Histm-•y of Walpole II, Norwood Historical so-
ciety, Norwood. 
Particularly valuable for information 
concerning early railroads. 
10- EVerett, Willard w. - "Source Book of Norwood History", Ms., 
2 vols., unpaged 
Collection of data from many sources, 
public and private, covering history 
of district from Indian times to 
1937. Particularly rich in data of 
Colonial period. 
11 - EVerett, Willard w. - Private papers of 
Material covering busines s of V: il-
lard EVerett Furniture Company. 
12 - First Congregat i onal Church in Norwood - Manual of, 200th 
anniversary edition, 1936. 
Church history from 1728. 
13 -Gillooly, Mr. & N~s. John -Volunteer consultants, Personal 
papers and recollections of, 
A vast fund of inforroAtion regarding 
period from 1860 to date. 
14 - Gould, Joseph F. - "Racial Survey of Norwood", included in 
Holmes' Scr•apbook 11D11 , Norwood His-
torical Society, Norwood. 
Data regarding racial composition of 
the town. 
15 - Hefferan, Stephen M. - Superintendent, American Brake Shoe 
and Foundry Co. 
Data concerning history and activi-
ties of that concern. 
16 - Hill, Rev. George - 11 Sketch of Norwood11 , pgs. 21-31, in 
Souvenir Program, Dedication Norwood 
Press Buildings, December 20, 1894, 
Press of T. o. Metcalf & co. OWned · 
by Mr . John Gillooly, 126 Walpole St., 
Norwood, Mass. 
17 - Holliston Hills - Officers of the company 
Data regarding the history and pro-
ducts of the corporation. 
18 - James, Rev. Dr. Ma r inus - nDo You Know Your OWn Town? 11 -
A series of articles appearing peri~ 
odically i n the Norwood "Messenger", 
Norwood, be tween November 20, 1935 and 
February 18 , 1936. 
19 - Norwood "Free Press 11 - Edition of June 7, 1938. 
Data concerning Bay state Foundry 
97 
20 - Norwood "Messenger 11 - Edition of June 8, 1938. 
Data concerning Bay state Foundry 
21 _ Norwood, Tor.vn of - Office of Town Clerk, Municipal Building. 
22 - tl n II 
23 - tl II " 
24 - smith, Charles E. 
Information concerning present agri-
cultural activities within the town. 
Office of Town Engineer, Municipal Buil-
ding. 
Data concerning town area, soil char-
acteristics, land usage, etc. 
Office of Town Asses sors, ll.l!.unic ipal 
Building. 
Tax data since 1872. 
- "Historical Eiketch of Norwood for Quar-
ter Century ending December 31, 1920. 11 
Compilation appearing in "Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary Number of the Norwood 'Mess-
enger'", December 1921. 
Particularly useful for population data. 
25 - s outh Dedham "News" - Edition of March 13, 1856. OWned by 
Mr. John Gillooly, 126 Walpole Street, 
26 - Tinker, Francis -
Advertising provides index of indus-
tries in that year. 
"History · of Norwood", Included, pgs. 9-58 
inc., as preface to 1890 Directory of 
Norwood, Morrill Memorial Library, Nor-
wood. 
The only published history of Norwood, 
it gives same light on all periods to 
1890. 
27 -Whedon, w. T. - Souvenir Program, Dedication Norwood Press 
Buildings, December 20, 1894, Press of 
T. o. Metcalf & co. OWned by :Mr. John 
Gillooly, 126 Walpole Street, Norwood, 
Mass. 
Data concerning history to that date 
and sta tus of J. s. Cushing & co., 
Bervvick 8c Smi th, and Norwood Press co. 
28 _ Williams , Jane E. - Personnel Director, Plimpton Press 
Material concerning history and pre-
sent status of that concern. 
9 . 
29 _ Wilson, L. R. - As s istant Superintendent, George H. Mor-
rill Company Division, General Printing 
Ink Corporation. 
Data on the history and present avtivi-
ties of that firm. 
30 _ Winslow Brothers & Smith Company - Officers of the company. 
~~terial concerning the history, present 
status, and future outlook of the corpo-
ration. 
31 - Winslow, Marcia - "Recollections of Old ~South Dedham", Ms., 
Dedham Historical Society. 
Activities of early industries: method 
of choosing name for the new town. 
32 - worthington, Eras t us - "History of Dedhamn , 1827. Dedham 
Historical Society. 
Data regarding early population. 
